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Table 1:Horse Conditlon Scoring System®

Score Condition Description

1- Poor Anmal extremely emaciated. Spinous processes, ribs, tallhead, and pomt of hip 2nd pomt of buttocks project
promunently; bone structure of withers, shoulders. and neck easily noticeable; no fatty fissue can be falt.

2-Very Thm Anmal emaciated. Shght fat covermg over the base of spinous processes; transverse processes of the lumbar
vartebrae fos] rounded; spinous processes, nbs, taithead. and point of hip and point of buttocks prominent;
withers, shoulders, and neck structures faintly discermible.

3- Thin Fat bwlt up about halferay on the spinous processes; transverse processes cannot be felt; shght fat cover over
1ibs; spimous processes and nbs easily discermble; talhead prominent, but individual vertebrae cannot be
wdentified visually; pomt of buttocks appear rounded but easily discermble; pomnt of up not distngmshable;
withers, shoulders, and neck accenfuated.

4- Moderately Shight ndge along back; faint outline of nbs discermble; tailhead prominence depends on conformation, but

Thn fat can be felt avound 1t; point of hip not discernible; withers, shoulders, and neck not cbviously thin,
3-Moderate Back 1= flat (no erease or ndge); ribs not visually distimguishable but easily felt; fat around tailhead beginming
to feel spongy; withers appear rounded over spinous processes; shoulders and neck blend smoothly mto body.

6- Moderate May be sheht crease down back; fat over nbs spongy; fat around tailhead soft; fat bezinmng to be deposited

to Fleshy along the side of withers, behind shoulders, and along the sides of neck.

7- Fleshy Way have erease down back; indridual nbs can be felt, but there 15 noticeable fat befween nibs; fat around
talhead soft; fat deposited along withers, behmd shoulders, and along neck.

B-Fat Crease down back; difficult to feel ribs; fat around tailbead very soft; area along withers filled with fat; area
behind shoulder filled with fat; noticezble thickening of neck; fat deposited along inmer thighs.

9- Extremely Obvious crease down back; patchy fat appearmg over ribs; bulging fat around tailhead. along withers, behind

Fat shoulders, and along neck; fat along mner thighs may cause them to rub together; flank fillad with fat.

* Adapted from Henneke et al., 1983.




