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A newsletter for Scotland County employees

Four new Commissioners

take Oath of Office

Left to right, Clarence McPhatter, John Alford,
Joyce McDow and Leon Butler, with their families
surrounding them, take the oath of office as
Scotland County Commissioners December 6.
Superior Court Judge B. Craig Ellis administered
the oath of office to the Commissioners as well
as new Register of Deeds Debra Holcomb. Also
sworn in were Brian Hagler and David Morrison,
appointees to the Soil and Water Conservation
District Board and four incumbents reelected to
their seats on the School Board.

Mental health clinic moves
to Covington Street

Scotland Center Outpatient Clinic of Southeastern
Regional Mental Health Developmental Disabilities and
Substance Abuse Services (SRMH/DD/SAS) began operating
in its new location December 13 at 507 West Covington
Street.

The move helped Scotland Center resolve some
overcrowding issues at 1224 Biggs Street.

The Health Department’s Family Center was located
at the Covington Street address and moved to the Health
Department expanded site on West Boulevard in March
2004.

Scotland Center outpatient services for SRMH/DD/
SAS previously were located at 1224 Biggs Street.

There was no interruption in service as a result of the
move.

Anyone with an appointment or anyone who is seeking
services should now go to the Covington Street address.
The telephone number remains 910-276-7360.

J.D.W/illis appointed Chairman

Commissioner J.D. Willis received unanimous support from the
governing body in his appointment as Chairman of the Board of
Commissioners.

Willis was elected to the Board of Commissioners in 2002. He had
previously served on the Board from 1984 to 1998 and served as its
Chairman from 1992 to 1998.

Commissioner Betty Blue Gholston was appointed Vice Chair during
the annual reorganization of the Board. She has served on the Board
since 2002.

One of the first duties Willis performed as Chairman was to thank
the former Commissioners for their dedication and commitment to public
service on behalf of the citizens of Scotland County.

Chairman Willis also was appointed the County’s Budget Officer.

Chairman Willis presents plaques and words of praise and
appreciation to former Commissioners Nancy Shelley
and David Burns.
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A helicopter installs an air conditioning unit on the roof of the
new LOWES. The home improvement retail space is scheduled
to open January 25. In early November several hundred
people interviewed for the 120 full and part-time jobs
available at LOWEs.




Nms_Qf:Note

o
Charles Craft closing announced

Charles Craft, Inc., which employs 176 people at its Scotland
County plant, will close effective February 12. The manufacturer
of kitchen textiles, craft fabrics, fringe and dyed yarn, also will
close its Siler City plant, which employs 137 people. The
company, which was founded in 1967, attributed the closing to
foreign imports, the high cost of doing business in the United
States and the consolidation of retail markets into a few
powerful chains. The company also operates a yarn plant in
Hamer, SC.

Huffman accepts Goldsboro position

Laurinburg City Manager Joe Huffman has accepted the manager
position in Goldsboro, a city with more than twice the
population as Laurinburg. Huffman’s last day is January 14, and
he begins work in Goldsboro January 24. Huffman assumed
the position of Laurinburg City Manager in May 1999.

NC most prepared for bioterror

North Carolina is one of two states receiveing high marks in
its ability to handle a bioterrorism event. According to a report
compiled by the nonprofit Trust for America’s Health, North
Carolina and Florida met nine of 10 criteria for bioterrorism
preparedness. The 10 criteria included the amount of state
spending and federal aid allocated to public health, flu vaccine
rates and the number of scientists and laboratories
available to test for anthrax and plague.

Verizon discount offered

Scotland County employees and their immediate fami-
lies are eligible to receive a 6 percent savings on their
monthly access bill through Verizon Wireless. Details
and information on the plan are available by contacting
Chad Carter at 910-322-7665. Carter also can be emailed
at chadwick.carter@verizonwireless.com. The plan is not
available through the local Verizon retail outlet.

the &Er#hday listforJanuary

3 Debra Webb (DSS) and Tiffanee Conrad (Cooperative
Extension); 4 Angelita Locklear (DSS); 6 Michael Norton
(Health), Annette Chavis (Jail) and Deborah Tardif (DSS); 7
Mike Clark (EMS),Wiley Luther (Sheriff) and Larry Locklear
(Public Buildings); 8 Deanna Carlyle (EMS); 11 Sandra
Lockey (EMS), Violet Moore (Health) and Russell Baker
(Board of Elections); 16 Doug Yongue, Jr. (Health Board);
17 Herman Gillis (E-91 1 Wire); 20 Paul Lemmond (Sheriff)
and Hiram Jones (Inspections); 21 Jonathan Edwards
(Sheriff) and Donna Deese (Health); 22 Karen Chavis
(DSS); 23 Ellen Collins (Health) and Beth Gibson (Jail);

25 Jane Murray (Health) and Dr. Olivia Guzman

(Health Board); 29 Danny Monroe (Sheriff); 30 A/

Willette Jones (DSS); 31 NicoleYarborough (DSS).

Happy Holidays

Dental education sessions part
of health screening event

A Health Screening for residents 60 and older will be held Friday,
January 7,2005 at Scotland Place Senior Center.

The Scotland County Health Department will take blood
pressure, blood sugar and cholesterol. No fasting is required.

As part of this screening, the North Carolina Oral Health Section
will host an education workshop on dental health for the older
adult.

Three dental hygienists will be on hand to answer questions,
one on one, about dental health.

No services will be provided. The information sessions are
intended to benefit seniors with regard to dental health.

One display, for instance, will demonstrate how diabetes affects
dental health.

Other exhibits will focus on oral cancer, cleaning and prevention,
effect of medication on oral health and periodontal disease.

The message: Teeth will last a lifetime with the proper care.

Oral Health Section staff who plan to attend the Health Screening
event include Cindy W. Coble, Scotland County;Tillie Clark, Robeson
County; and Vinnie Baker, Richmond and Hoke counties.

The Oral Health Education and Regular Health Screenings begin
at 8:45 a.m. and continue until approximately I | a.m.

For more information contact
Scotland Place Senior Center 277-
2550.

Try a gift idea
that saves lives

Reflective address signs are

the perfect gift for any time of the

year.
Address signs cost $10 and feature
reflective blue background with bright,

white numbers on both sides for high
visibility day or night. Because they are
fade-resistant, the address signs will last for
years. Pre-drilled holes make for simple
installation.

Their high visibility, especially in the
dark and during inclement weather, make it
easier for ambulances, law enforcement

vehicles and firetrucks to find you.
According to EMS officials, “If we
can’t find you, we can’t help you.
Address signs may save your life or
that of someone you love.”
The signs are available at
Scotland County Emergency
Services, 1403 West Boulevard
A\ or by calling 276-1313.




Commissioner Joyce McDow chats with
Bunny Anderson, Soil and Water
Conservation District, at a recent reception
in which new commissioners met
department heads and supervisors.

Introductions

& transitiong

The following individuals joined Scotland County
Departments since October |6: Reginald
Franklin and Tabatha Goodwin parttime with
EMS; Annette Chavis joins the Jail fulltime; Terri
Phillips is temporary with DSS; Johnnie Morrison
and Wilbert Monroe join Transportation parttime.

EMStatistics
EMS Report for November:

Responded to 364 Medical/Trauma calls
Treated 57 motor vehicle accident
patients

Provided 5 medical coverages
Administered 78 blood pressure checks
Gave | department presentation

911 Report Highlights:

Received 1,358 total calls
349 EMS
266 Sheriff’s Department
109 Laurinburg Police Department
33 Fire Department
271 hang-up calls
118 wrong numbers
78 open line calls
647 cellular calls

Weather Observations

(EMS Recordings)

Temp (high) 85 on | I/1
Temp (low) 30 on I1/15
Wind (mph) 26 on |1/25
Rainfall (inches) .86 on 11/12

Compiled by Tommy Hatcher

Lo Seniues

We wish Mike Edge, EMS, a speedy to recovery from his accident 38 Our
sympathies are extended to Augustus Roper, Public Buildings, on the death of
his sister. 38 Congratulations to first-time grandfather Jim Blackwell, Engineering,
on the November |6 birth of Ethan Christian to Jamie and Robbin Blackwell. 38
In Health Department news: We wish Donna Deese and Cindy Gibson a
speedy recovery. Congratulations to Gene Jackson in Public Buildings for being
selected as the December Employee of the Month. Jackson helped the agency
during the smallpox mass vaccination clinic. The staff enjoyed a delicious covered
dish lunch December 17 in celebration of Christmas. Staff baby pictures contest
was held to see who could identify the most employees. Donna McQueen
came in first place, Brian Lowry place second and tied for third were Michelle
Skipper, Carlotta Rivers and Violet Moore. The Health Deptartment staff
wish to thank the Board of Commissioners for approving additional leave
during the holidays. 38 Ann Kurtzman, Administration, was designated a Certified
Municipal Clerk through the International Institute of Municipal Clerks. Kurtzman
also graduated from the 2004 Leadership Scotland, sponsored by the Laurinburg/
Scotland County Chamber of Commerce.
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Extension hosts grant writing classes

Representatives from five local non-profit organizations attended a two-day
Grant Writing workshop facilitated by County Extension Director Cathy L.
Graham.

Non-profit representation included Scotland Historical Properties
Commission, Stuckman Outer Limits Transport, New Beginning Holiness Church
Day Care and HIV Coalition. A representative developing a drug abuse prevention
program also attended.

The workshop provided hands-on learning in the area of writing grants,
locating funding sources and grants websites, contacting grantors, finding statistical
information and grants trivia.

Seated, left to right are Madeline Whitehurst, Francine McLaurin, Janice Stuckey,
Rebecca Blue and Beth McArthur-Hui. Standing are Jim Walker, Retha Thomas,
Sara Stewart, Loretta Jones, Clifton Jones, Cathy Graham (facilitator) and
Commissioner Betty Blue Gholston. Participants not pictured are Frances Frye
and Bennie Stuckey.

FYI: Dogwood, the State Flower, can be found from the mountains to the
coast. Its blossoms, which appear in early spring and continue into summer,
are most often found in white, although shades of pink are not uncommon.
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Best wishes
to retirees

Creativity wins contest

The Health Department once again held its annual
Christmas Door Decorating Contest with Joe Knott
and Beckie Kimbrell, both of DSS, serving as judges.

First place winner was Winnie Robinson. Second
place went to Michelle Skipper, and third place winners
were Erica Hall,Van McArthur and Judy McMillan of the
lab.

Pictured above is a sampling of the creativity dem-

onstrated by Health Department staff.

Staff and friends had opportu-
nity to bid farewell to house-
keeper Genevea Campbell and
former Register of Deeds Jane
Callahan at parties celebrating
their respective retirements.
Above, Public Buildings Super-
visor Pictured top, Hyder
Massey presents Campbell
with a certificate of apprecia-
tion for 10 years of service.
Attorney Bill Moser, below,
surprises Callahan with a
WalMart “How May | Help
You” vest. Callahan, who
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2005 Board of Commissioners
meeting schedule
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served as Register of Deeds for | January 3 July 11 |
28 years, said she had become

expert at uttering that phrase. I February 7 August | I

I March 14 September 12 I

Scotland County Monthly is published I . I

by the County Manager’s Office I April 4 October 3 I

to provide news and information to employees. I May 2 November 7 I

Comments, suggestions and story ideas are welcome. | & ovembe |

Contact 277-3191 or | June 6 December5 |

akurtzman@scotlandcounty.org. | |
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