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Purell production begins at QualPak
QualPak, makers of Purell Instant Hand Sanitizer, celebrated the opening

of its Scotland County operation with a dedication ceremony March 19.  More
than 100 elected, State and local officials attended the celebratory lunch and
building tour.

An affiliate of GOJO Industries based in Akron, Ohio, QualPak currently
is operating first and second-shift production with 33 employees.  The
manufacturer eventually will transition to a third shift and employ 250 people
locally when the plant becomes fully operational early in 2005.

Board of Commissioners Chairman David Burns said as the project began
to unfold it turned out to be something the entire County felt good about.

“I never saw a community come together better than Scotland County
did,” said Burns.  “We all had one goal in mind — to get people back in this

building.  We put our egos aside
and got the job done.”

Mark S. Lerner, President and
Chief Operating Officer for both
GOJO and QualPak, credited the
diverse group of officials repre-
senting Scotland Development
Corporation, Scotland County,
the City of Laurinburg, the Area
Chamber of Commerce and
Governor and Governor Easley’s
office with making the project a
reality.

see QualPak, page 4
QualPak, the County’s newest industry, as seen
from the 15-401 bypass.

April ushers in County
Government Week
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Scotland County will celebrate its own County
Government Week (CGW) April 26 to May 3 with a
kickoff at the Court House.  Entertainment and
recognitions begin at 5 p.m., April 26.

Student Visitation Day April 27 begins and ends at
the Annex where students wil l  meet the
Commissioners, shadow Department Heads and visit
the Jail as part of “Tomorrow’s Government.”

The April 28 Senior Citizen Day, otherwise known
as “Leaves of Gold,” begins and ends at
Scotland Place.  There, the community’s
older residents will meet with
Commissioners for informal discussions.  A
tour of County facilities also is scheduled.

“Everyday, Everywhere, Everybody”
and “Get a Hand When You Need It” are
the respective themes April 29 for a day
of activities jointly hosted by the Health
Department and DSS.

The community is invited to attend this
open house at the Government Complex
on West Boulevard, visit information
booths, tour the new, expanded Health
Department facilities and participate in screenings and
mini workshops.

That evening Dr. James Kirkpatrick, Chief Public
Health Preparedness and Response Branch and State
Bioterrorism Coordinator will lead a forum on
homeland security.  Citizens are invited to attend at 7
p.m. in the Commissioners Chamber.

In the planning stages are two additional events
— a County Employee Appreciation Day, April 30, noon
to 2 p.m., at Scotland Place, and a dinner and get
together with Department Heads and Commissioners
at the new Health Department facility, May 3.

The week of activities are part of National County
Government Week, an annual celebration of county
government.

First held in 1990, county government week raises
public awareness and understanding about the roles
and responsibilities of the nation’s counties.

Counties provide many essential services that are
a key ingredient to continued economic development.
CGW is intended to inform and educate citizens about
the various ways counties keep America moving.

Team work helps with relocation
The Health Department and the Tax Office took a few days last week

to move to new spaces.  Mary Ivey, bottom left, helps with locating mapping
and revaluation services from the Tax Office in the Courthouse to the
Annex across the street.

Meanwhile, Health Department employees relocate and reconfigure
space into the expanded facility on West Boulevard.  After nearly a decade

of working in
two separate
locations, Family
Center staff join
publ ic health
colleagues  un-
der one roof.
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It’s been all about the weather for EMS and Volunteer Fire
Departments when Scotland County was walloped by an ice storm
in January, a snow storm in February and a wind storm in March.

The most recent event, a wind storm bringing up to 60 mile an
hour gusts, knocked out power in part of the County and several
portions of the State.

9-1-1 dispatch received 139 calls in one hour, and a second
dispatcher was called in to assist with the 9-1-1 calls.  Volunteer Fire
Departments were put to the test responding to 25 fires throughout
the County, most of which were caused by trees falling on power
lines.

“It’s been a weird weather season,” Paramedic Mike Edge reported
at a recent meeting of Department Heads.

Edge attended the meeting on behalf of absent EMS Director,
Roylin Hammond.

Hammond was out of town attending a workshop focused on
yet another weather system — hurricanes!

Spring Clean is the biggest annual effort in
Scotland County to clean up litter and trash from
our roadsides, lakes and streams, homes and farms.

Jointly co-sponsored by Scotland County, the
City of Laurinburg and the Laurinburg/Scotland
County Area Chamber of Commerce, the event
is scheduled for Saturday,  April 3, from 10 a.m.
until noon.

Everyone is encouraged to get out earlier and
pick up litter along their favorite street,
neighborhood block, or special place.

The Scotland County Recycling Centers
quarterly “free day” will correspond with the
clean-up effort to encourage participation.

Any group that wants to participate can stop
by the nearest community fire department and
sign in.  Free pizza will be served to all volunteers
who spend the few hours cleaning their section
of road.

Ask your school group, church group or
friends to join you in doing something to eliminate
unsightly litter and to show you care about the
appearance of your community.

An estimated 100 volunteers participated in
last year’s clean up effort, and this year the Spring
Clean project hopes to exceed that number.

Both Keep America Beautiful and NCDOT
help sponsor the event by supplying gloves and
bags.  Join us and be a part of Scotland County’s
Spring Sprucing-up!

by Marcus Norton, Planning Director

Spring Clean begins

Residents weather the weather
for third consecutive month

Words cannot begin to express the loss Scotland County experienced in the
sudden death of Teddy Locklear, Environmental Health Supervisor at the Health
Department.

Since 1995, Teddy was a valuable member of the environmental health team.
He was instrumental in the development and implementation of the local Well and
Mosquito Control Rules adopted by the Scotland County Board of Health.

Teddy was active in
the Association of Envi-
ronmental Health Special-
ists in the North Caro-
lina Public Health Associa-
tion and was greatly re-
spected among his peers.

He also was a mem-
ber of the Health Depart-
ment Emergency Re-
sponse Team and the
Scotland County Pre-
paredness and Response
Team.

We were so proud of
Teddy in his service to his
family, South Hoke Baptist

Church, the Hoke County Board of Education and Scotland County Health
Department.

He completed his Masters Degree in Public Administration from University
of North Carolina at Pembroke in December of 2003.  He worked fulltime while
pursuing this graduate degree and had a dream of becoming a Health Director.

We will always remember Teddy’s kindness, smiles and laughter.  He was an
inspiration to each and every one of us as he demonstrated the utmost level of
professionalism in all of his work.

We appreciate the opportunity to have been a part of Teddy’s life and hope he
knew how much he meant to us during our time together.

Our thoughts and prayers are extended to the family he adored.

On behalf of the staff of Scotland County Health Department
Jane Murray, Health Director

 Teddy Locklear remembered, mourned

In June, Teddy Locklear demonstrated the features
of the new chassis on the Animal Control vehicle.

Gospel kicks off music series
The first in a series of Scotland on Stage musical

performances  kicked off on a spiritual note with entertainment
by four local gospel groups including the Barnes Brothers
pictured above.  An estimated 120 people attended the free
concert on the John Blue House grounds.

The stage, built on the property last year,
ushers in a variety of entertainment opportunities
Scotland County can offer its citizens.

The next Scotland on Stage event will feature
a selection of show tunes performed by local
talent.
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Goins trained in
jail evacuation

Jail Supervisor Lloyd
Goins is one of 12 indi-
viduals nationwide iden-
tified as a Jail Evacuation
Instructor.  Goins at-
tended the March 7 to 10
training in Ogden, Utah,
as part of a course of
study offered by the Na-
tional Sheriff’s Associa-
tion.  Training focuses on
evacuations as a result of
fire, chemical spills or ter-
rorist attacks.  Goins be-
came interested in evacu-
ation procedure after at-
tending a seminar on the
subject in November
2003.

Ida McGill thanked
Ida McGill was honored at a re-
ception hosted by her DSS col-
leagues for 25 years of service to
the agency.  Her retirement was

short-lived.  She now works for the
State providing services to the blind

in Scotland and Richmond counties.

We wish Commissioner Sam Snowdon and Engineer Jim Blackwell a
speedy recovery. z  Mike Edge and Patricia Lathrop attended the
NCAEMSA winter conference in Atlantic Beach in February.  Numerous
topics for EMS administrators were covered, some which were the new
billing regulations for Medicare and Medicaid.  Roylin Hammond, Mike
Edge, Tommy Hatcher, Robert Sampson, Dennis Currie and Mac
Tucker attended the NASCAR race at “The Rock” as guests of Hamlet
Fire Chief D. Knight.  They observed the speedway during its operation in
case of an MCI (mass casualty incident) involving fans like the one several
years ago in Charlotte when a bridge walkway collapsed injuring hundreds.
Communications, staging and evacuation routes were discussed. z  Scot-
land County Cooperative Extension hosted a soybean meeting March
10 to update farmers on the latest research concerning soybean produc-

tion.  Guest speaker, Dr. Jim Dunphy, Soybean
Crop Science Extension Specialist, gave an
update on varieties, plant populations and seed
treatments, adding nitrogen to soybeans and
other assorted research that had been con-
ducted.  Also, nematode management and soy-
bean weed control were discussed. z  Con-
gratulations to Zoning Officer Barbie Rollins
and Computer Technician Gaylord Hunt on
their March 13 wedding. z  In Health Department news:  Condo-
lences to Brian Lowry on the death of his uncle.  Staff wish Marga-
ret Nicholson and Melinda Salley  a speedy recovery.  Congratula-
tions to Christina Cox, daughter of Mary Cox,  selected as one of
only two seniors in North Carolina to receive the prestigious Park
Scholarship from NC State University.   Christina was awarded full
tuition and all other paid expenses as part of the scholarship.  Cindy
Gibson’s daughter Leigh Ann will marry Thomas Russell April 17 at
Rockingham United Methodist Church. z  Jason Clark,
son of Phyllis Clark, Adult Services Supervisor, and
Allen Clark, is featured in a UNC-Pembroke photo
advertisement that can be seen on billboards and in
newspapers across the State.  Jason, class of 2005,
follows in the footsteps of his parents, Phyllis, class of
1993, and Allen, class of 1975. z  Free Paramount
Carowinds 2004 Fun Club Cards are available.
Contact Lynn Poe at ext. 2406.   z  Commissioner
Clint Willis and Anne Tindall were appointed In-
terim Budget Officer and Interim Finance Officer, re-
spectively. z Take a look at
www.scotlandcountync.org, the new web page
promoting economicdevelopment for the Laurinburg/
Scotland County Area Chamber of Commerce.

Daycare Social
Worker Yvonne
Alford presented
goody bags to chil-
dren at Pegues
Childcare Center
as part of the Dr.
Seuss Week cel-
ebration .

Oh say can
you Seuss?

Service
recognized

Congratulations to Lt.
Mitch Johnson of the
Sheriff’s Department,
who was selected Out-
standing Public Ser-
vant by the Scotland
County Jaycees.

EMS Report for February:
Responded to 390
Medical/Trauma calls.
Treated 62 motor vehicle
accident patients.
Provided 10 medical
coverages

911 Report Highlights:
Received 1,602 total calls
344 EMS
264 Sheriff’s Department
109 Laurinburg Police
Department
 51 Fire Department
382 hang-up calls
101 wrong numbers
105 open line calls
865 cellular calls

EMStatistics
Compiled by Tommy Hatcher

5 Gwen Ikner (EMS); 10
Vernon Jackson (EMS) and

Charlene Mouzon (DSS); 11
Helen Darton (DSS); 12 Nancy
J. Shelley (Commissioner),
Deborah Lawrence (DSS), Betty
Smith (Health), Michael Alford
(Parks and Recreation) and Hope
Hatcher (Tax); 14 Lakeisha

Patterson and Ethena
Locklear  (DSS), John
Stewart (Elections) and
Jimmy King (Parks and
Recreation); 15 Melinda
Salley (Health); 16 Pam
Wood (DSS) and Erica
Hall (Health); 18 April
Snead (DSS); 19 Charles
Ellerbe (Public Buildings),
Charles Osteen (Public
Works) and Robert
McRae (Transportation);
20 Sandra McNeil (DSS);
21 Linda Bowyer (DSS)
and Patricial Campbell
( Ja i l ) ;  22 James Britt
(Sheriff); 25 Sandra Miller
(Jail); 26 Sarah Hinson
(Transportation); 27 Jan
Elliott (DSS) and  Tina
Hunt (Health); 28 Sharon
Engl ish (Cooperat ive
Extension); 29 Teresa
Smith (Sheriff).

the Birthday list
for April
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Scotland County Monthly is published by the
County Manager’s Office to provide
news and information to employees.

Comments, suggestions and story ideas are welcome.
Contact 277-3191 or akurtzman@scotlandcounty.org.

He praised the State economiic development website
for presenting comprehensive information on the Abbott
facility.  Since GOJO is 550 miles away from Laurinburg,
the site “made it easy to scan the environment for a facility
that would meet our needs.”

Lerner said the local and State incentives were
important tangibles in helping to attract GOJO to the
community.  He added, “The intangibles
were the real attraction.  That’s when
we came here and met the people and
saw the community.”

The manufacturer is housed in the
faci l i ty once owned by Abbott
Laboratories, which closed in June 2002.

continued from page 1

Instant hand sanitizer
Purell will be manu-
factured at the Scot-
land County plant.

QualPak begins production

Priscilla McInnis, Jan-Marie Fesmire and Phyllis Clark are the first to graduate
from the DSS Leadership

The three were selected to participate in the class because they have been with
the agency for two years, their work performance exceeded expectations, and none
had disciplinary actions of any kind in the past two years.

They also made the commitment to remain with the agency for two more years.
The 12 months of training included classes in communication, motivation,

evaluation, problem solving, project management and the role of County government.
Participants were required to read one management book from a selected reading

list and to report on what they learned.  The participants then selected and carried
out an approved project, developed a display from what they learned and reported it
to the staff.

McInnis developed the annual agency report and also helped present it to the
Board of Commissioners.  Clark organized a Job Fair for Scotland County citizens.
Fesmire researched and compiled a report for the governing body and the DSS Board
on where the Medicaid dollars are spent.

The graduates said they learned a lot about themselves and about the role of a
leader.  Applications for the next class are now being accepted.

DSS Leadership graduates first three
by Jan Elliott, DSS Director

It’s a known fact that more Americans than
ever are overweight.

That’s why the local Cooperative
Extension is planning a series of classes to help
local citizens eat healthier and make wiser
decisions about food.

The series Weigh to Go! Moving Toward
a Healthier You will be held every Thursday at
the Extension office, from 12:05 to 12:55 p.m.,
through April 22.

 “Statistics show that Americans by far are
the fattest people on the planet,” said Pam
Riemer, Extension Agent for Family and
Consumer Sciences.

“There is so much hype (about weight
loss), that it’s important that people have the
correct information in order to make good
decision about their health and to make wise
nutritional choices,” she explained.

Weigh to Go, which Riemer teaches,
includes a series of short presentations
focusing on weight management and improving
one’s health.

 “This program can help participants make
behavioral changes as well as attitude changes,”
Riemer said.

“But no program will work unless the
participant’s desire to succeed is enhanced,”
she added.

“The incentives can only be better overall
health indicated by appropriate weight
management, lower cholesterol, decreased
blood pressure and disease prevention.”

The program includes a weigh-in and talks
on dietary guidelines and program topics on
fitness, choosing correct proportions, setting
realistic weight-loss goals, establishing a healthy
lifestyles and cooking with a light touch.

Printed handout materials will be available,
and group discussions are encouraged.  “The
program will be done in a fun, lighthearted
and casual atmosphere,” Riemer said.

Participants may bring their own “healthy”
lunches to eat during the classes.

The class is open to 30 participants for a
one-time fee of $25 to cover expenses of the
series.  Those who wish to register can call
Mary or Annie at 277-2422.

Weigh to Go teaches
healthy lifestyles

Scotland Christian Academy student Anna Ward won
the Soil and Water District 6th Grade poster contest
while Liza Purcell from Spring Hill Middle School was
named District winner for the 8th Grade speech contest.

The contests are
conducted on a School,
District, Area and State
level with prizes given at
each level.  This year’s topic
was “Soil and Water —
Yours for Life.”

Each student won a $25 gift card for winning on the
School level and a $50 Savings Bond as the District winner.

Contests are sponsored by Scotland Soil and Water
Conservation District in cooperation with the North
Carolina Association of Soil and Water Conservation.

Soil and Water names contest winners
by Terry Gainey, Education Coordinator, Soil and Water Conservation District

Liza Purcell with Spring
Hill Middle School Prin-
cipal Harriett Jackson.

Anna Ward with Scotland
Christian Academy Sci-
ence Teacher Starla
Hunter.

by Mary Patterson, Cooperative Extension


