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MINUTES 
Scotland County Board of Commissioners 

Regular Meeting, April 5, 2010 
Scotland County Complex, 1405 West Boulevard, Laurinburg NC 

 
At 5:30 p.m. Chairman J.D. Willis and Commissioners John Alford, Bob Davis, Guy McCook 
and Joyce McDow took a tour of the RCC Scotland Campus with RCC President Dale McInnis. 
 
At 7 p.m. Chairman J. D. Willis called the meeting to order.  Commissioners in attendance:  
Chairman Willis, Vice Chair Betty Blue Gholston and Commissioners John Alford, Bob Davis, 
Guy McCook and Joyce McDow.  Commissioners not in attendance:  Commissioner Clarence 
McPhatter.  Staff in attendance:  County Manager Kevin Patterson, County Attorney Edward 
Johnston and Clerk to the Board Ann W. Kurtzman.  Commissioner McDow delivered the 
opening prayer.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Public Forum 
 

Library Director Leon Gyles said April 11 to 17 is National Library Week.  Mr. Gyles 
invited the Commissioners to visit the Library.  He distributed new Library cards to all 
Commissioners. 

 
Mr. James “Sunbeam” Sutherland, speaking on behalf of Pemo Stewart, said there is 
one outstanding invoice for uniform purchases.  Mr. Sutherland explained the order was 
made in June 2008 before Pemo Stewart switched to the American Legion. 

 
Motion was made by Commissioner Alford and duly seconded by Vice Chair Gholston to 
pay the invoice in the amount of $5,000.  Vote:  Motion unanimously approved. 
 

Mr. Eddie Carmichael described consideration of a proposed mega dump as outrageous.  
He said the location is horrible, being so close to the Airport and the City of Laurinburg.  
Mr. Carmichael said a landfill would detract from economic development and be a 
deterrent to future growth of the County.  Mr. Carmichael asked the Commissioners not 
to approve a landfill project until the community has opportunity to discuss it.   
 

Chairman Willis said no decision has been made regarding a landfill, and when a decision is 
made, it will be a Board decision. 
 
Commissioner McCook said the community will have opportunity to ask questions about the 
landfill, the most immediate event being the upcoming candidate forum. 
 
Item 1.FY 09 Single Family Rehabilitation Program 
 
LRCOG Housing Coordinator Adrian Lowery said final selection process for the FY09 Single 
Family Rehabilitation Program has begun.  Part of the process, according to Mr. Lowery, is 
asking the Commissioners to approve the administration contract with the LRCOG, the 
rehabilitation contract with Ms. Sandra Ridley and the Project Grant Ordinance. 
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Mr. Lowery answered numerous questions for the Commissioners. There was a general 
discussion about the contracts, costs and timeline for final reports. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner McDow and duly seconded by Commissioner McCook 
to approve the administration contract with the LRCOG, the rehabilitation contract with 
Ms. Sandra Ridley and the Project Ordinance, with consultation from the County 
Attorney.  Vote:  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Mr. Lowery presented the Commissioners with an applicant list and rating summary for the FY 
2009 SFR.  Mr. Lowery explained how the ratings were made.  He said the top nine on the list 
would receive rehabilitation assistance and quite possibly one more.  
 
Commissioner Davis asked for an update on the two homes scheduled for replacement under the 
CDBG program.  Mr. Lowery said replacement is expected during the summer. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner McCook and duly seconded by Commissioner Alford 
to approve the FY 2009 SFR applicant list.  Vote:  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Item 2. Update:  State’s Mental Health System and Local Management Entity 
 
(Postponed to a later date) 
 
Item 3. Scotland Correctional Institution Update  
 
Mr. Joel Herron, Scotland Correctional Institution Administrator, provided an update on the 
medium and minimum security facilities now under construction at the McGirts Bridge Road 
site.   When both facilities are complete, Scotland Correctional Institution will be the largest 
prison system in the State.  
 
Mr. Herron discussed employment for the existing facility and the two facilities under 
construction.  He also discussed prison population for the existing facility and the number of 
beds planned for the minimum and medium security facilities. 
 
Mr. Herron said he would investigate why more Scotland County residents are not employed at 
the prison.  He said two reasons might be not meeting the testing requirements and high turnover.  
 
Vice Chair Gholston said she would like to hold another Scotland Correctional Institution job 
fair with the help of representatives from the Employment Security Commission, RCC and a 
representative from the prison. 
   
Item 4. Richmond Community College Report   
 
RCC President Dale McInnis said construction at the RCC Scotland campus is expected to be 
complete in June and ready for classroom activity in the fall.  Dr. McInnis said strong 
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partnerships between RCC and community leaders made the new RCC Scotland campus a 
reality.  He thanked the Board of Commissioners for its support. 
 
Item 5.Consent Agenda:        

a) Approval of minutes of the Board of Commissioners March 1, 2010 regular 
meeting. 

b) Approve resolution requesting that the NCDOT abandon SR 1376 — Duncan 
Avenue, Laurel Hill from the State Maintained Road System. 

c) Approve Tax Department request to release funds in the amount of $92.15 and 
in the amount of $752.43 and to make refunds in the amount of $55.28 and in the 
amount of $2,189.47. 

d) Approve National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week Proclamation  
e) Approve transfer of 2001 Ford Taurus VIN # 1FAFP55S31A279622from 

Scotland County Health Department to Scotland County Administration. 
f) Budget Amendments: 

1) DSS:  Approve funding decrease in the amount of $154,581.  
2) Health:  Approve receipt of additional funds in the amount of $2,308, and 

authorize the Finance Officer to make the necessary arrangements to 
receive and expend the money.  No County dollars involved.  

3) Health:  Approve receipt of additional funds in the amount of $1,250, and 
authorize the Finance Officer to make the necessary arrangements to 
receive and expend the money.  No County dollars involved.  

 
Motion was made by Commissioner McDow and duly seconded by Commissioner Alford to 
approve the Consent Agenda.  Vote:  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Item 6. Register of Deeds Annual Report 
 
Register of Deeds Debra Holcomb discussed achievements, one of which included making 
records available electronically. Ms. Holcomb updated the Commissioners on efficiencies 
developed, which benefit both staff and the community.  She said space, particularly shelving, 
continues to be an urgent need.    
 
Item 7. a. Scotland County EMS System Plan 
 
EMS Director Roylin Hammond said Scotland County EMS System Plan, Scotland County 
Emergency Medical Dispatch, Scotland County EMS, Braveheart Medical Transport and 
Scotland County Emergency Services Continuing Education Institution received license renewal 
from the North Carolina Office of Emergency Medical Services.  Renewal allows the agencies to 
operate until December 31, 2015, at which time all agencies will again submit an application to 
provide service in Scotland County.  
 
 b. Scotland County Area Transit System By-Laws and Charter Policy 
 
Mr. Hammond said transportation planners from the KFH Group, a private contractor retained by 
NC DOT PTD, visited SCATS and performed an on-site Compliance, Capacity, and Proficiency 
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Review (CCAP Review) in February 2010.  The Compliance Review contains a number of 
deficiencies, and the findings must be corrected for Scotland County Area Transit System to be 
compliant with State and Federal transportation regulations and continue to be eligible for both 
State and Federal funding.   
 
Mr. Hammond said most of the findings deal with developing written policies and/or procedures 
that can be corrected on an administrative level, but there are two issues that require action by 
the Commissioners.   
 
Mr. Hammond said one issue is the requirement for the County to have a Transportation 
Advisory Board (TAB) comprised of representatives from the agencies and organizations served 
by SCATS.   
 
Mr. Hammond said a County transportation board exists, but it is required to have approved by-
laws by which it operates.  By-laws must be approved to fulfill compliance with the State and 
Federal governments.  Proposed by-laws were presented to the Commissioners for review. 
 
Secondly, Mr. Hammond said, SCATS is required to have a policy that addresses the provision 
of Charter Service.  An attached proposed policy states that SCATS does not provide charter 
service.  It is required that this policy be approved by the Commissioners to be in compliance 
with State and Federal requirements.      
 
Motion was made by Commissioner McCook and duly seconded by Commissioner Davis to 
approve the Transportation Advisory Board By-Laws and the Charter Service Policy 
pending Attorney review.  Vote:  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Item. 8 Appointments to Boards and Committees 
 
Commissioner Joyce McDow said Superior Court Judge Richard T. Brown resigned from the 
Scotland-Hoke Criminal Justice Partnership Board.  Judge Brown recommended that Ms. Pat 
Fields complete his term as Superior Court Judge-designee. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner McDow and duly seconded by Commissioner Alford to 
appoint Ms. Pat Fields to an unexpired term on the Scotland-Hoke Criminal Justice 
Partnership Board.  Vote:  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Item 9. Update from the County Manager 
 
County Manager Patterson said the City of Laurinburg completed its water study, a copy of 
which is expected to be received soon.  A joint meeting to hear the formal presentation of the 
report is anticipated. 
  
The LRCOG will host a meeting April 13 at 10 a.m. to discuss a regional water system and the 
WestPoint water/wastewater treatment plant.  Scotland, Robeson, Hoke and Moore counties are 
invited to attend along with municipalities.   
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The Village of Pinehurst withdrew its letter of intent regarding the purchase of the WestPoint 
water plant.  Mr. Patterson said Pinehurst stated it is still interested in the project, but the letter of 
intent is void.   
 
The request for a presentation from Policy Research at Public School Forum of NC and the 
Governor’s Education Innovation office to a joint meeting of the Commissioners and Board of 
Education is in the works.   
 
County Manager Patterson said the Wildlife Resources Commission is purchasing another 232 
acres of land to add to wildlife property.  Purchase price is $533,600.  The land has a tax value of 
$108,660. 
 
Mr. Patterson recommended the Commissioners consider approval of a child support position at 
DSS.  The position takes at least 45 days to recruit.   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Alford and duly seconded by Vice Chair Gholston 
approving the recruitment of a child support position at DSS.  Vote:  Motion unanimously 
approved. 
 
Mr. Patterson said Parks and Recreation programs are about to begin and hiring for the summer 
positions will commence. 
 
Mr. Patterson reminded the Commissioners that a Biofuels Summit hosted by Rep. Larry Kissell 
will be held at the Armory followed by an ethanol plant tour. 
 
Resolutions have been received from various counties.  One supports the use of electronic signs 
to alert motorist to be more aware of motorcyclists.  Another resolution opposes the transfer of 
secondary road systems to the counties.  A resolution supporting the repeal of the transfer of the 
collection of motor vehicle taxes by license agencies also has been received. 
 
Other Information/Comments from the Chairman and Commissioners 
 
Commissioner Davis asked that funding be considered during budget talks to eliminate roots on 
the walking track at Laurel Hill Community Center. 
 
Mr. Eddie Carmichael asked the Commissioners to extend Public Forum since he felt not all 
present in the audience had opportunity to speak. 
 
Commissioner Alford suggested that Public Forum be continued for an additional 15 minutes to 
allow for citizen input. 
 
Mr. L.T. Grubbs said once the revenue from the operation of a landfill stops, the liability of the 
landfill will go on forever. 
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Mr. Phillip Essey, a retired science teacher, said the impact from a landfill could be 
catastrophic.  He said birds would present a flight hazard for Laurinburg-Maxton Airport.  He 
said Scotland County should take care of its own waste and not accept waste from elsewhere. 
 
Mr. John McRae said a MSW landfill should not be within five miles of Laurinburg-Maxton 
Airport as it would be a hazard to air space. 
 
Mr. Bryan Hagler, a Johns community farmer, said all that glitters is not gold.  He said the 
County does not need a big trash mountain.  He asked if the landfill leaks, who would plug it. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Alford and duly seconded by Commissioner Davis to 
go into Closed Session held in accordance with N.C. General Statute §143-318.11(a)(3) to 
consult with an attorney.  Vote:  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
OPEN SESSION RESUMED 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner McCook and duly seconded by Commissioner McDow 
to adjourn.  Vote:  Motion unanimously approved.  Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
Ann W. Kurtzman         J.D. Willis 
Clerk to the Board         Chairman 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 


