
Scotland County Board of Commissioners reconvened meeting 
May 26, 2015, Small Business Innovation Center, US 401 Bypass North, Laurinburg, NC 

 
Commissioners in attendance:  Chairman Guy McCook and Commissioners Bob Davis, Betty Blue 
Gholston and Whit Gibson.  Commissioners not in attendance:  Commissioners John Alford (excused) 
and Clarence McPhatter.  Vice Chair Carol McCall participated via telephone.  Staff in attendance:  
County Manager Kevin Patterson, Finance Officer Beth Hobbs and Clerk to the Board Ann Kurtzman.    
 
At 4 p.m. Chairman McCook reconvened the meeting.   
 
County Manager Patterson said St. Andrews University (SAU) approached the County regarding the 
purchase of acreage or to go into a partnership in the ownership of 140 acres it currently owns.  Mr. 
Patterson said Laurinburg Maxton Airport (LMA) also was approached but it is only interested in 55 acres 
within the fence at the airport.  The City of Laurinburg elected not to participate.   
 
Mr. Patterson said the Scotland County Economic Development Corporation (SCEDC) would purchase 
40 percent of the property for $350,000 based on the $880,000 tax value.  Mr. Patterson said St. Andrews 
is looking to sell the property within the next year but if the sale did not take place within one year, the 
SCEDC in partnership with SAU would be able to purchase the 55 acres inside the fence for the 
difference of the $350,000 and the appraised value.  Mr. Patterson said the property has not yet been 
appraised.    
 
The County Manager said there is a tentative agreement with SAU on those terms with the stipulation that 
if the property sells with the current negotiation, the SCEDC participation would be limited with an 
additional $30,000 for $380,000 at end of this calendar year.   
 
Mr. Patterson said if there is no further action, the SCEDC would retain the 40 percent interest in the 
entire tract, and it would have an open-ended option on the 55 acres or it would get its money back, plus 
$30,000.  If the SCEDC exercised its option to purchase the 55 acres, the LMA is interested in the 
property 
 
Mr. Patterson said the SCEDC would purchase interest in the property because there is no legal authority 
for a county to buy an undivided interest in a piece of property. Mr. Patterson said the worst case scenario 
is the SCEDC could divest itself of the property and put it in the hands of somebody else while the best 
case scenario would be the property is sold by the end of the calendar year, the County would make a 
profit, jobs would be created and the tax base would be improved.   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Davis and duly seconded by Commissioner Gibson to authorize 
the Finance Officer to transfer $350,000 to the Scotland County Economic Development 
Corporation for an interest in a potential industrial site and to make the necessary budget 
amendment.  Vote:  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Vice Chair McCall said although she could not vote she wanted to go on record in support of the motion. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Davis and duly seconded by Commissioner Gibson to recess to 
2 p.m. Monday, June 1, at the SBIC.  Vote:  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
 
 
Ann W. Kurtzman        Guy McCook 
Clerk to the Board        Chairman 



 


