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Scotland County Board of Commissioners 
 December 7, 2015, A.B. Gibson Center, 322 South Main Street, Laurinburg, NC 

 
Commissioners in attendance:  Commissioners John Alford, Bob Davis, Betty Blue Gholston, Whit 
Gibson, Carol McCall, Guy McCook and Clarence McPhatter.  Staff in attendance:  County Manager 
Kevin Patterson, County Attorney Ed Johnston and Clerk to the Board Ann W. Kurtzman. 
 
At 7 p.m. County Attorney Johnston called the meeting to order.  Commissioner Gibson delivered the 
invocation.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Mr. Johnston explained that this is the time when the 
Board reorganizes each December by statute.  Mr. Johnston asked for nominations for the office of 
Chairman of the Scotland County Board of Commissioners for the year 2016. 
 
Commissioner Alford nominated Commissioner McCall.  There were no other nominations.  
Commissioner Alford moved and Commissioner Gibson seconded to close nominations and elect 
Commissioner McCall Chair by acclamation.  Commissioner McPhatter voted against the motion.   
 
Commissioner Gibson nominated Commissioner Alford as Vice Chair.   
 
Commissioner Alford thanked Commissioner Gibson but declined the nomination. 
 
Commissioner Davis nominated Commissioner Gibson as Vice Chair.  There were no other 
nominations.  Commissioner Gholston moved and Commissioner Alford seconded to close 
nominations and elect Commissioner Gibson Vice Chair by acclamation.   
 
Motion was made by Vice Chair Gibson and duly seconded by Commissioner Alford to approve the 
December 7, 2015 agenda as presented.  Vote:  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Public Forum 
 

Mr. Lee Gaunt said Boy Scouts Troop 420 was attending the meeting to work toward their 
communications merit badge and ultimately obtain their Eagle.  This is one of the last 
requirements where the Scouts report back on what they observed in County government.  Each 
Scout introduced themselves and their rank. 

 
Commissioner Davis congratulated 11 and 12 year olds for winning the State championship 
Saturday. 

 
Mr. Monroe and Mr. McLeod, who live in the Spring Hill/Marston area, asked the 
Commissioners for assistance in acquiring high speed internet in their community.  Mr.  Monroe 
said there are homes less than one quarter mile from his home that receive internet.  Mr. Monroe 
said he has a petition with about 100 signatures requesting some help.  Commissioner Gholston 
said she and Mr. Patterson have been working on the issue, and she will keep trying to get 
information.   
 

Department of Transportation report on US 15-501 and US 144 
 
NCDOT District Maintenance Engineer Chuck Dumas gave an accident analysis on the 15-501 and NC 
144 intersection known as five points.  Mr. Dumas said from May 1, 2010 to April 30, 2015 there were 63 
accidents with one fatality.  Mr. Dumas said since the installation in August 2015 of the all-way stop as a 
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short-term measure, there have been three crashes at relatively slow speed and minor injuries.  Mr. Dumas 
said the severity of the accidents have been greatly reduced.   
 
Mr. Dumas recommended leaving the all-way stop through fall 2016 so the DOT could evaluate how it 
does.  Mr. Dumas said a roundabout at $1.1 million would be the intermediate solution.  If there is a 
roundabout, the DOT could get it into construction in July 2017 with four months to build it.   
 
Commissioner McCook asked the DOT to place rumble strips farther back because people travel fast 
through the area.   
 
Mr. Dumas showed a concept of the roundabout, which would be placed on the northeast quadrant at the 
intersection.   
 
On another DOT matter, Commissioner Davis said he is grateful the DOT would not turn Morgan Street 
and St. John’s Road into a right turn only intersection, but he is concerned about the right turn only 
planned at Spring Mill and Ida Mill roads because of visual limitations.  Commissioner Davis said he also 
is concerned about people who live in subdivisions who would have to go back almost to 144 to get 
anywhere or cross eight lanes to get to the Post Office.  Mr. Dumas said he would look into the concerns.   
 
Report from Scotland County Schools 
 
Schools CFO Jay Toland provided a financial recap from last fiscal year and where the schools currently 
are in fund balance, capital outlay, capital outlay reconciliation for 14/15, revenue from all sources in 
14/15, expenditures by purpose in 14/15, fines and forfeitures, budget by purpose in 15/16, capital outlay 
in 15/16, personnel summary and budget challenges.   
 
ABC Store improvements 
 
ABC Chair Dee Hammond discussed how the $120,000 was used to replace the roof and remodel the 
store in fiscal years 14/15 and 15/16.  Total project cost was $121,479.85.  Ms. Hammond said the store, 
which includes Scotland County décor, will be finished by March when it is landscaped.   
 
Tax: Requests for exclusions/exemptions 
Tax Administrator Mary Helen Norton discussed two late application requests, one for a permanent 
exemption and one for an exclusion.  Ms. Norton said the late application policy approved by the Board 
on January 6, 2014, and included in the agenda was created for the purpose of being consistent.  Ms. 
Norton asked for guidance on the two requests.  Ms. Norton said both applications could be submitted for 
next year.   
 
Commissioner McCook said while it’s unfortunate the applications are late the Board might not want to 
get in the habit of granting special treatment for late applications.   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner McCook and duly seconded by Vice Chair Gibson to decline 
the two applications and use the applications for the coming year.  Vote:  Motion unanimously 
approved. 
 
Consent Agenda:        

a) Approve minutes of the Board of Commissioners November 2, 2015 regular meeting. 
b) Approve fidelity bonds for various County officials and employees as per G.S. 58-72-10. 
c) Approve release of funds in the amount of $80.10, release of funds in the amount of 
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$133,452.75, refunds in the amount of $30 and discoveries in the amount of $1,185,115.60 
(incorporated by reference). 

d) Approve disposal of assorted office furniture and Parks and Recreation equipment 
currently housed in Gibson Gym.  

e) Approve DSS Pre-Placement Assessment/Reports to the Court Policy and Fee Schedule. 
f) Approve DSS Request for Information and/or Documentation Policy and Fee Schedule. 
g) Budget Amendments: 

1) E-911 Center:  Approve receipt of NC 911 Board funds in the amount of 
$107,030, and authorize the Finance Officer to make the necessary 
arrangements to receive and expend the money.   No County dollars. 

2) Parks and Recreation: Approve receipt of grant from Lumber River Council of 
Governments, Area Agency on Aging, in the amount of $6,300 for material 
purchases for ramp construction, and authorize the Finance Officer to make the 
necessary arrangements to receive and expend the money.   No County dollars. 

3) DSS:  Approve receipt of funds in the amount of $13,149 for LIEAP (energy 
assistance), and authorize the Finance Officer to make the necessary 
arrangements to receive and expend the money.   No County dollars. 

 
Motion was made by Commissioner Gholston and duly seconded by Vice Chair Gibson to approve 
the Consent Agenda.  Vote:  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Capital and Facilities Committee report 
Commissioner Davis said the Capital and Facilities Committee recommended that the County Manager 
contract services of an engineering firm to report on the actual cost of renovating the Morgan Center.   
 
County Manager Patterson discussed some expenditures required for the renovation.  He estimated a cost 
of $1.2 million not including architectural fees or furniture and technology.  Mr. Patterson discussed what 
offices would move to Covington Street and what offices would move to the Morgan Center.   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Gholston and duly seconded by Commissioner Alford to 
approve $25,000 in architectural fees for the Morgan Center.  Vote:  Motion unanimously 
approved. 
 
Policy Committee report 
 
Chair McCall said the Policy Committee reviewed the Substance Abuse Policy, and County Attorney 
Johnston would review it before it returns to the full Board for discussion. 
 
Chair McCall said the Vehicle Use Policy has an added paragraph where the County Manager and 
Department Head would determine assignment of a vehicle based on make, model and cost. 
 
Motion was made by Vice Chair Gibson and duly seconded by Commissioner Alford to approve the 
Vehicle Use Policy as presented.  Vote:  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Chair McCall said the draft Fund Balance Policy is presented to the Commissioners for review and 
discussion, questions and possible approval at the January meeting or mid-year retreat.    
 
Appointments to Boards and Committees 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Gholston and duly seconded by Commissioner McPhatter to 
appoint Ms. Doretha Swann to a three-year term on the ABC Board.   
 
Discussion: Commissioner Davis suggested Mr. Wilson McCall should be reappointed to the ABC 
Board since the ABC Store is still going through its remodeling project. 
 
Vote:  Votes For:  Chair McCall and Commissioners Alford, Gholston, McCook and McPhatter.  
Vote: Against:  Commissioners Davis and Gibson.  Motion approved. 
 
Motion was made by Vice Chair Gibson and duly seconded by Commissioner Alford to reappoint 
Ms. Dee Hammond as ABC Board Chair for 2016.  Vote:  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Motion was made by Chair McCall and duly seconded by Vice Chair Gibson to reappoint Dr. 
Magid Labib to a three-year term on the Board of Health as the veterinarian representative.  Vote:  
Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Motion was made by Chair McCall and duly seconded by Commissioner Davis to appoint Ms. 
Tiffany Graves to a three-year term on the Board of Health as the nurse representative.  Vote:  
Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Motion was made by Chair McCall and duly seconded by Vice Chair Gibson to reappoint Mr. 
William Matthews and appoint Ms. La’Tanta McCrimmon to three-year terms on the Board of 
Health as public members.   
 
After clarification was made that only one seat was currently available on the Board of Health for a 
public member.  The motion and second to the motion were withdrawn. 
 
Motion was made by Chair McCall and duly seconded by Vice Chair Gibson to reappoint Mr. 
William Matthews to a three-year term on the Board of Health as a public member.  Vote:  Motion 
unanimously approved.   
 
Update from the County Manager 
 
Mr. Patterson said he has had conversations with internet providers about expanding services and none 
have current plans to do so until they can turn a profit on expansion.  Mr. Patterson said there is a 
demarcation line where people can get cable but not DSL bundled with it.  Commissioner McCook asked 
the County Manager to check with Electronic Service in Hamlet or a satellite service and report back.   
 
Mr. Patterson said The Nature Conservancy is purchasing 195 additional acres.  It has a total ownership 
of 1,003 acres and sold 3,800 to the State. 
   
Motion was made by Commissioner Alford and duly seconded by Vice Chair Gibson to adjourn.  
Vote:  Motion unanimously approved.  Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.    
 
 
 
Ann W. Kurtzman        Carol McCall 
Clerk to the Board        Chair 
 


