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MINUTES 
Scotland County Board of Commissioners 

April 2, 2013 Regular Meeting 
A.B. Gibson Education Center, 322 South Main Street, Laurinburg NC 

 
At 7 p.m. Chairman Guy McCook called the meeting to order.  Commissioners in attendance:  Chairman 
McCook, Vice Chair Carol McCall and Commissioners John Cooley, Bob Davis, Whit Gibson and Clarence 
McPhatter.  Commissioners not in attendance:  Commissioner John Alford (excused).  Staff in attendance:  
County Manager Kevin Patterson, County Attorney Ed Johnston, Finance Officer Charles Nichols and Clerk to 
the Board Ann W. Kurtzman.  Commissioner Gibson delivered the invocation.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Cooley and duly seconded by Vice Chair McCall to approve the April 
2, 2013 agenda as presented.  Vote:  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Public Forum 
 

Chairman Guy McCook recognized the 2013 recipients of the Governor’s Award for Volunteer Service.  
Individual recipients included Ms. Mamie Everett at the free clinic and Mr. Lonnie Humphreys at Church 
Community Services.  Group recipients included the Disaster Leadership Team with the local Red Cross, 
Eaton Golf Pride for its support of annual golf tournaments for charity hospice care and the Hospice 
Bereavement Team Volunteers.  Ms. Leslie Womack was recognized in the category of paid Director of 
Volunteers.  Chairman McCook said for the fourth consecutive year, a volunteer from Scotland County 
would be one of 20 recipients to receive the Medallion Award from the State Governor.  That award will 
go to Eaton Golf Pride volunteers.  Chairman McCook praised the volunteers and the agencies they 
represent and thanked them for doing their part in making their community a better place to live. 
 

No one came forward to speak and the Public Forum was closed. 
 
Public Hearing:  CDBG economic development grant application 
 
Economic Development Director Greg Icard said this would be the first of two required Public Hearings as part of 
the application for a CDBG economic development grant.  He said more information regarding the grant and the 
project would be made available at the second public hearing. 
 
Chairman McCook called the Public Hearing and asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of or in opposition to 
the application for grant funds.  No one came forward, and the Public Hearing was closed. 
 
Senior Tar Heel Legislature update 
 
Senior Tar Heel Legislative Delegate Howard Whitehurst discussed the history of the Senior Tar Heel Legislature 
(STHL) and how its members advocate for older adults on legislative issues that would impact their lives.  Mr. 
Whitehurst explained how the STHL develops and presents its five legislative goals to State lawmakers.  Mr. 
Whitehurst provided statistics on the aging population in the State and how that population would increase by 
2030 and by 2050.  Mr. Whitehurst said it is more cost efficient to provide programs that keep older adults cared 
for and fed in their homes.  If those programs are eliminated, institutionalization is the other, more costly option. 
 
Consent Agenda:        

a) Approve minutes of the February 26, 2013, tour of County facilities, February 28, 2013, 
reconvened meeting/mid-year retreat and March 4, 2013 regular meeting. 
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b) Approve Tax Department request to release funds in the amount of $2,286.73 and to release 
funds in the amount of $18,927.96. 

c) Approve citizen petition to add Champion Street and Village Drive to the State-maintained 
road system. 

d) Resolution to Approve the Local Water Supply Plan. 
 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE LOCAL WATER SUPPLY PLAN 
 

WHEREAS,  North Carolina General Statute 143-355 (I) requires that each unit of local government that 
provides public water services or plans to provide such services shall, either individually or together with other 
such units of local government, prepare and submit a Local Water Supply Plan; and  
 
WHEREAS, as required by the statute and in the interest of sound local planning, a Local Water Supply Plan for 
Scotland County (South), has been developed and submitted  to the Scotland County Board of Commissioners for 
approval; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Scotland County Board of Commissioners, finds that the Local Water Supply Plan is in 
accordance with the provision of North Carolina General Statute 143-355 (I) and that it will provide appropriate 
guidance for the future management of water supplies for Scotland County (South), as well as useful information 
to the Depart of Environment and Natural Resources for the development of a state water supply plan as require 
by statute; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Scotland County Board of Commissioners of Scotland 
County (South) that the Local Water Supply Plan entitled, Scotland Co (South) dated 2007, is hereby approved 
and shall be submitted to the Depart of Environment and Natural Resources, Division of Water Resources; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Scotland County Board of Commissioners intends that this plan shall 
be revised to reflect data and projections at least once every five years or as otherwise requested by the 
Department, in accordance with the statute and sound planning practice. 
 
This the 2nd day of April 2013 
 

e) Approve the surplus of an automobile dolley serial #CRT17  
f) Approve the surplus of various obsolete radio communication equipment once used by EMS. 
g) Approve the surplus of a 1987 International Thomas Built 66- passenger school activity bus  

VIN# 1HVLPHXL8HHA24810 
h) Budget Amendments: 

1) DSS:  Approve receipt of additional funds in the amount of $51,957 for LIEAP, and 
authorize the Finance Officer to make the necessary arrangements to receive and 
expend the money.  No County dollars.  

2) DSS:  Approve receipt of additional federal funds in the amount of $15,000 for gas 
vouchers, and authorize the Finance Officer to make the necessary arrangements to 
receive and expend the money.  No County dollars.  

3) DSS:  Approve receipt of additional funds in the amount of $5,000 for Links:  Basic, and 
authorize the Finance Officer to make the necessary arrangements to receive and 
expend the money.  No County dollars.  

4) General Services:  Approve the budgeting of $30,000 for the purchase and sale of 
foreclosed properties. 

5) Library:  Approve $5,000 for the Special Reserve Fund. 
6) SFR:  Approve receipt of additional funds in the amount of $164,400 for the Single 
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Family Rehabilitation program, and authorize the Finance Officer to make the 
necessary arrangements to receive and expend the money.  No County dollars.  

7) Parks and Recreation:  Approve receipt of additional funds in the amount of $10,000 
for programs and services at Scotland Place Senior Center, and authorize the Finance 
Officer to make the necessary arrangements to receive and expend the money.  No 
County dollars.  

   
Motion was made by Commissioner Gibson and duly seconded by Vice Chair McCall to approve the 
Consent Agenda.  Vote:  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Appointments to Board and Committees 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Davis and duly seconded by Vice Chair McCall to appoint Mr. Kevin 
Garnett as Chairman of the Board of Equalization and Review for 2013.  Vote:  Motion unanimously 
approved. 
 
Motion was made by Vice Chair McCall and duly seconded by Commissioner Davis to appoint Dr. Magid 
M. Labib as the veterinarian-representative to a three-year term on the Board of Health.  Vote:  Motion 
unanimously approved. 
 
Vice Chair McCall said the Policy Committee met and recommended that the Community Access Channel 
Advisory Board be reactivated with the County, City of Laurinburg and Board of Education each appointing two 
individuals to serve.  She said the County, City and School Board also would be asked to appoint ex officio 
representatives.  Vice Chair McCall said appointments would be scheduled for May, which allows ample time to 
alert the community to the appointment opportunities. 
 
Update from the County Manager 
 
County Manager Patterson said the bid by Vert Green LLC for $4,500 on 109 E Vance Street was advertised, and 
the 10-day upset bid process ended March 22 without a counter bid.  Mr. Patterson said he spoke with the City of 
Laurinburg Planning and Zoning staff, and they indicated the property is scheduled to go before the Laurinburg 
City Council April 16 for condemnation.  Mr. Patterson asked the Commissioners to not consider action on the 
bid until the City makes a determination on the property.  Mr. Patterson explained that the County would not want 
to sell and close on property that might be condemned.  
 
Mr. Patterson said the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) monthly report will be a new and regular 
addition to the agenda.  He said the current monthly report for the Scattered Site grant is attached, and it states 
that the project is on schedule.     
 
Finance Officer Charles Nichols provided information on the request by the Schools in March to spend $115,000 
remaining from the Wagram expansion project on the construction of perimeter connectors.   
 
Mr. Nichols said the Schools set aside an estimated $230,000 in addition to the Wagram expansion funds from 
BB&T in order to add a gymnasium at Wagram school.  That project came in under budget and an estimated 
$109,000 set aside by the Schools for the capital project now remains.  Mr. Nichols said the request by the 
Schools to expend the funds does not require approval by Commissioners. 
 
Commissioners Davis and Cooley indicated that since the County added one penny to the tax rate in FY 2013 in 
order to pay for Pate Stadium repairs, perhaps the Schools would consider giving the excess funds to the County.   
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Commissioner Gibson said he would prefer the Schools not spend the $109,000 until the School Board and 
Commissioners meet jointly to discuss school capital needs. 
 
County Manager Patterson reminded the Commissioners of the meeting 9 a.m. Friday, April 5, with the area 
legislative delegation.  The purpose of the meeting is to discuss State legislation that would impact counties. 
 
Comments from the Chairman and Commissioners 
 
Commissioner Cooley clarified statements he made during the February 28 planning retreat.  Commissioner 
Cooley said although lighting is an issue at interchanges off U.S. 74, his concern is with landscape improvements, 
which should be conducted by the NC Department of Transportation.   He said the interchanges need to be 
maintained because they detract from their appearance.  
 
Commissioner Cooley said he is concerned Consent Agenda items are being approved without full understanding 
of what they are.  Commissioner Cooley said Consent Agenda items in this meeting made up more than half the 
agenda.  He asked that acronyms be spelled out for clarity. 
 
Chairman McCook said Commissioners can ask for an item to be removed from the Consent Agenda if the item in 
question should be reviewed further.  Chairman McCook directed the County Manager to discuss with 
Commissioner Cooley how presentation of the Consent Agenda might be improved. 
 
Closed Session   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Gibson and duly seconded by Commissioner Davis to go into Closed 
Session in accordance with N.C. General Statute §143-318.11(a)(4) to discuss matters relating to the 
location or expansion of business in the area served by this body.  Vote:  Motion unanimously approved. 
   
OPEN SESSION RESUMED 
 
Commissioner Davis asked that supplemental insurance for volunteer fire fighters be discussed at the budget work 
sessions.  He said the insurance would cost around $13,000.  Commissioner Davis explained that a fireman who 
responded to a fire suffered a heart attack.  He has no insurance.  Commissioner Davis said the Board should 
consider some protection for volunteer responders who provide a vital service to the community.  County 
Manager Patterson explained that the health insurance is supplemental and covers those volunteers during 
response to an incident. 
 
Commissioner Gibson said he would like some information on the history of incidents such as the one the 
volunteer fireman experienced. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Gibson and duly seconded by Commissioner Davis to recess to 12 p.m. 
Thursday, April 18, at 507 West Covington Street.  Vote:  Motion unanimously approved.    
 
 
 
Ann W. Kurtzman        Guy McCook 
Clerk to the Board        Chairman 
    


