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MINUTES 
Scotland County Board of Commissioners 

May 6, 2013 Regular Meeting 
A.B. Gibson Education Center, 322 South Main Street, Laurinburg NC 

 
At 7 p.m. Chairman Guy McCook called the meeting to order.  Commissioners in attendance:  Chairman 
McCook, Vice Chair Carol McCall and Commissioners John Alford, John Cooley, Bob Davis, Whit 
Gibson and Clarence McPhatter.  Staff in attendance:  County Manager Kevin Patterson, County Attorney 
Ed Johnston, Finance Officer Charles Nichols and Clerk to the Board Ann W. Kurtzman.  Commissioner 
Davis delivered the invocation.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Alford and duly seconded by Commissioner Cooley to approve 
the May 6, 2013 agenda as presented.  Vote:  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Public Forum 
 
Chairman McCook recognized telecomunicators and EMS and proclaimed May as Mental Health 
Awareness Month.  He read the following proclamations in making the presentations:   
 

National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week Proclamation 
 

WHEREAS, each year emergencies may occur at anytime that require Law Enforcement, Fire, 
Emergency Medical Services or Rescue personnel; and 
 
WHEREAS, when an emergency occurs the prompt response of Law Enforcement Officers, Firefighters, 
Paramedics or Rescue Technicians is critical to the protection of life and the preservation of property; and 
 
WHEREAS, the safety of our Law Enforcement Officers, Firefighters, Paramedics, and Rescue 
Technicians is dependent upon the quality and accuracy of the information obtained from citizens who 
telephone the Scotland County E-911 Communication System; and 
 
WHEREAS, Public Safety Dispatchers are the first and most critical contact our citizens have with all 
emergency services: and 
 
WHEREAS, Public Safety Dispatchers are the single vital link for our Law Enforcement Officers, 
Firfighters, Paramedics and Rescue Technicians by monitoring their activities by radio, and providing 
them information and insuring their safety; and  
 
WHEREAS, Public Safety Dispatchers of Scotland County have contributed substantially to the 
apprehension of criminals, suppression of fire, and treatment of patients; and  
 
WHEREAS, each dispatcher has exhibited compassion, understanding and professionalism during the 
performance of their job in the past year; and  
 
WHEREAS, the citizens of Scotland County benefit greatly from the knowledge, skills and dedication of 
these Public Safety communication specialists, as they work together to ensure prompt and appropriate 
response to the scene of any emergency situations in our county; 
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Scotland County Commissioners declare the week of April 
14 through April 20, 2013, to be Public Safety Telecommunicators Week in Scotland County, in honor of 
the men and women whose diligence and professionalism keep our county and citizens safe.   
 

Proclamation for Emergency Medical Services Week 
  
WHEREAS, each year residents and visitors to Scotland County may require emergency medical care for 
traumatic injuries, burns, poisonings, spinal cord injuries, heart attacks and other critical medical 
emergencies; and 
 
WHEREAS, emergency care personnel, including Emergency Medical Dispatchers, First Responders, 
Rescue Technicians, Emergency Medical Technicians, Paramedics, Nurses, and Physicians, whether 
volunteers or paid personnel, give selflessly of themselves for the welfare of others; and 
 
WHEREAS, the citizens of Scotland County benefit from the knowledge, skills and dedication of these 
emergency medical services specialists, as they work together to ensure prompt and appropriate treatment 
at the scene, on the way to the hospital, and in the emergency department; and 
 
WHEREAS, North Carolina has a wide range of emergency medical providers, including local first 
responder units, first aid and rescue squads, ambulance services, mobile intensive care programs, an 
EMS/Hospital helicopter response program, specialty burn care, a poison information and education 
center, designated trauma centers and other vital services that have the potential to save lives and reduce 
disabilities of the critically ill or injured in our community; and 
 
WHEREAS, advances in emergency medical care have increased the number of lives saved every year in 
North Carolina and in Scotland County; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is important for the citizens of Scotland County to know about our emergency medical 
services system, including what to do in a medical emergency and whom to call, and to benefit from 
reminders about ways to prevent emergencies from happening; and 
 
WHEREAS, Scotland County desires to continue to improve upon its emergency medical services 
system in order to assure all citizens the highest standards of emergency medical care; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Guy McCook, Chairman of the Board of Commissioner of Scotland County do 
hereby proclaim May19 to 25, 2013, as EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES WEEK in Scotland 
County, in recognition of all those engaged in emergency medical services activities and encourage the 
community to observe this week with appropriate programs, ceremonies and activities. 
 

PROCLAMATION MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH  
 

WHEREAS, mental health is essential to overall physical health and emotional well-being, and caring for 
the mind and body is essential to overall health and vital for personal life, at work and at school; and  
 
WHEREAS, mental illness strikes one in four adults and children in a given year regardless of age, 
gender, race, ethnicity, religion or economic status; and 
 
WHEREAS, mental health problems, just like physical illness, are treatable, and people who have mental 
illnesses can recover and lead full, productive lives; and 
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WHEREAS, an estimated two-thirds of adults and young people who have mental illness disorders are 
not receiving the help they need; and  
 
WHEREAS, the cost of untreated mental illness and addictive disorders to American businesses, 
governments and families has grown to $100 billion annually; and  
 
WHEREAS, community-based services that respond to individual and family needs are cost-effective 
and beneficial to consumers and the community and help people to achieve healthy minds and healthy 
lives. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Scotland County Board of Commissioners does proclaim the month of May 
2013 as Mental Health Awareness Month in order to elevate a better understanding of mental illness and 
mental health and in recognition of the need for appropriate and accessible services for all people who 
have mental illness.   
 
No one else came forward to speak, and Public Forum was closed. 
 
Commissioner Davis said while the proclamations were being presented Commissioner Alford had to 
leave to respond to a family medical emergency.  Commissioner Davis asked for a moment of silence for 
Commissioner Alford and his family. 
 
Public Hearing:  CDBG economic development grant application 
 
Economic Development Director Greg Icard said this is the second of the required Public Hearings for 
application for a CDBG economic development grant for sewer and water lines for the FCC project.    
 
Chairman McCook called the Public Hearing and asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of or against 
the application.  No one spoke, and the Public Hearing was closed.   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Gibson and duly seconded by Vice Chair McCall to approve 
the Resolution for the County of Scotland Application for Community Development Block Grant 
Funding for the FCC (North Carolina), LLC Expansion Project.  Vote:  Motion unanimously 
approved. 
 

RESOLUTION FOR THE COUNTY OF SCOTLAND APPLICATION FOR 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDING FOR THE  

FCC (NORTH CAROLINA), LLC EXPANSION PROJECT 
 

WHEREAS, the Scotland County Board of Commissioners has previously indicated its desire to assist in 
economic development efforts within the County; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Scotland County Board of Commissioners has held two public hearings concerning the 
proposed application for Community Development Block Grant funding to benefit FCC (North Carolina), 
LLC; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Scotland County Board of Commissioners wishes the County to pursue a formal 
application for Community Development Block Grant funding to benefit FCC (North Carolina), LLC. 
 
WHEREAS, the Scotland County Board of Commissioners certifies it will meet all federal regulatory 
and statutory requirements of the Small Cities Community Development Block Grant Program, 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the County’s Board of Commissioners that the County 
of Scotland is authorized to submit a formal application to the North Carolina Department of Commerce 
for approval of a Community Development Block Grant for Economic Development to benefit FCC 
(North Carolina), LLC. 
 
Adopted this the 6th day of May 2013 in Laurinburg, North Carolina. 
 
Mr. Icard said the County would apply for between $750,000 and $1 million through CDBG. 
 
Request to Purchase Back-Up Fire Services Radio System 
 
EMS Director Roylin Hammond asked the Commissioners to approve the purchase of a back-up fire 
service system at a cost of about $20,000 to be placed on the Progress Energy tower so there would be 
true redundancy.  Mr. Hammond said fire tax funds would be used to make the purchase.   Mr. Hammond 
said if one system fails, this ensures another system would be in place. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Davis and duly seconded by Commissioner McPhatter to 
approve the purchase of a back-up fire service radio system using fire tax monies.  Vote:  Motion 
unanimously approved. 
 
Consent Agenda 

a) Approve minutes of the April 2, 2013, regular meeting. 
b) Approve resolution authorizing the filing of an application for approval of a 

Guaranteed Energy Savings Contract authorized by North Carolina General Statute 143-
64.17C. 

 
GUARANTEED ENERGY SAVINGS CONTRACTS 

 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF AN APPLICATION FOR 
APPROVAL OF A GUARANTEED ENERGY SAVINGS CONTRACT AUTHORIZED 

BY NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTE 143-64.17C 
 

WHEREAS, the County of Scotland, North Carolina, desires to enter into a Guaranteed Energy Savings 
Contract (the “Contract”) to install energy conservation measures (the “Project”) so as to reduce energy 
consumption and/or energy-related operating costs; and 
WHEREAS, the County desires to finance the Project by the use of an installment contract authorized 
under North Carolina General Statute 160A, Article 3, Section 20; and 
WHEREAS, the term of the Contract does not exceed twenty (20) years from the date of the installation 
and acceptance by the local government unit of the energy conservation measures provided under the 
Contract; and 
WHEREAS, the energy savings resulting from the performance of the Contract will equal or exceed the 
total cost of the Contract pursuant to an evaluation performed by Jeffrey M Stallings, P.E. on behalf of 
County; and 
WHEREAS, the energy conservation measures to be installed under the Contract are for an existing 
building; and 
WHEREAS, findings of fact by this governing body must be presented to enable the North Carolina 
Local Government Commission to make its findings of fact set forth in North Carolina General Statute 
159, Article 8, Section 151 prior to approval of the proposed contract; 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the County, meeting in regular session on the 6th day of 
May, 2013, make the following findings of fact: 
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 1. The proposed Contract is necessary or expedient because the County’s existing electrical, 
mechanical and plumbing systems are inefficient and/or near the end of their useful life.   

 2. The proposed Contract is preferable to a bond issue for the same purpose because addressing 
these items via a guaranteed energy savings performance contract will allow the County to 
replace these critical maintenance items while maintaining existing O&M budgets. 

 3. The sums to fall due under the Contract are adequate and not excessive for the proposed purpose 
because the energy savings over the period of the Contract are guaranteed to equal or exceed the 
total costs of the improvements. 

 4. The County’s debt management procedures and policies are sound because we strictly follow 
the laws and general statutes that govern debt management. 

 5. An increase in taxes is not necessary since the guaranteed energy savings equal or exceed the 
sums to fall due under the Contract. 

 6. The County is not in default in any of its debt service obligations. 
 7. The attorney for Scotland County has rendered an opinion that the proposed project is 

authorized by law and is a purpose for which public funds may be expended pursuant to the 
Constitution and laws of North Carolina. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Manager is hereby authorized 
to act on behalf of Scotland County in filing an application with the North Carolina Local Government 
Commission for approval of the Project and the proposed Guaranteed Energy Savings Contract and other 
actions not inconsistent with this resolution. 
 This resolution is effective upon its adoption this 6th day of May, 2013. 

c) Approve Tax Department request to release funds in the amount of $598.23 and to 
release funds in the amount of $9,216.26 and to make refunds in the amount of $57.70 and in 
the amount of $2,079.80 and discoveries in the amount of $5,845.06. 

d) Acknowledge receipt of March 2013 Monthly Performance Status Report for the 
Community Development Block Grant. 

e) Budget Amendments: 
1) Health:  Approve receipt of a donation in the amount of $2,500 from NC Farm 

Bureau and carry over the funds to FY 2014 for expansion of General Health 
Clinic Services, and authorize the Finance Officer to make the necessary 
arrangements to receive and expend the money.  No County dollars.  

2) Health:  Approve receipt of State funds in the amount of $12,480 for Healthy 
Communities, and authorize the Finance Officer to make the necessary 
arrangements to receive and expend the money.  No County dollars.  

3) Health:  Approve receipt of State funds in the amount of $6,086 for Maternal 
Health services, and authorize the Finance Officer to make the necessary 
arrangements to receive and expend the money.  No County dollars.  

4) Elections:  Approve receipt of additional funds in the amount of $5,350 for the 
Help America Vote Act, and authorize the Finance Officer to make the 
necessary arrangements to receive and expend the money.  No County dollars. 

 
Motion was made by Commissioner Gibson and duly seconded by Vice Chair McCall to approve 
the Consent Agenda.  Vote:  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Appointments to Boards and Committees 
 
Motion was made by Vice Chair McCall and duly seconded by Commissioner Gibson to reappoint 
Mr. Dean Nichols to a four-year term on the Richmond Community College Board of Trustees.  
Vote:  Motion unanimously approved. 
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Motion was made by Vice Chair McCall and duly seconded by Commissioner Davis to approve the 
policy Eastpointe will adopt in formulating and self-perpetuating its board membership.  Vote:  
Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Gibson and duly seconded by Commissioner Cooley to appoint 
Vice Chair Carol McCall to the Eastpointe Board.  Vote:  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Vice Chair McCall said it is not required that each of the Eastpointe member counties appoint a 
Commissioner.  Boards also have the option of appointing a County designee.  
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Davis and duly seconded by Commissioner McPhatter to 
appoint Mr. Danny Coulter to an unexpired term on the Historic Properties Commission.  Vote:  
Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Commissioner Davis said Mr. Coulter has already been working with Historic Properties, especially on 
repairs and improvements to the train at the John Blue property. 
 
Motion was made by Vice Chair McCall and duly seconded by Commissioner Gibson to appoint 
Ms. Jamie Litty and Ms. Sallyann Cratch Clark to the Community Access Channel Advisory 
Board.  Vote:  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Update from the County Manager 
 
Mr. Patterson said he and Economic Development Director Greg Icard will travel to Raleigh with City of 
Laurinburg Finance Officer Cindy Carpenter and Interim City Manager Harold Haywood to meet with the 
Local Government Commission concerning required financing for the utility expansion at the FCC paper 
plant.  Mr. Patterson said there would be $9.7 million in financing for FCC improvements.  The County 
intends to apply for $3.5 million in grants to offset the cost to the City.   
 
Mr. Patterson provided an update on the 2013/2014 budget process.  Mr. Patterson expects an increase in 
health and unemployment insurance.  DSS is currently expecting a decrease in revenues of $190,000 and 
the Health Department is expecting a reduction of $90,000 although the numbers might change when the 
State Senate produces a proposed budget.  A major concern is that the Senate budget proposal could 
recommend a further reduction in administrative dollars. 
 
The County Manager said the current capital in the working budget is limited.  It includes the payoff of 
the vehicles in the Sheriff’s Department.  The working budget also includes two defibrillators for EMS, 
resurfacing the Tennis Center hard courts, $70,000 for all other County buildings and $18,000 for County 
parks. 
 
Mr. Patterson said Fort Bragg will train at Laurinburg-Maxton Airport.  New requirements compel Fort 
Bragg staff to notify local governments of the training, which is limited to a small portion of the LMA 
property and does not go beyond the airport.   
 
Commissioner Cooley said he would not want to see training at the old Scotland prison, which was noisy 
and disruptive to the community.  He said any invitation should specifically exclude training at the old 
prison site. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Cooley and duly seconded by Commissioner Gibson to send a 
letter of invitation to Fort Bragg that would exclude training at the old Scotland prison in Wagram.  
Vote:  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Comments from the Chairman and Commissioners 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Cooley and duly seconded by Commissioner Davis to approve 
a resolution similar to one approved by Moore County that would require drug tests for public 
assistance programs.   
 
Discussion:  Chairman McCook said implementation of the legislation presents some issues in that it 
would exclude the one person in a family who might be taking drugs and not the remaining family.  There 
is concern on the part of staff as to how to manage this.  Commissioner Cooley said numerous companies 
in the private sector require drug tests, which is why there should be testing for people receiving public 
assistance. There was some discussion about who would bear the cost operationally of administering a 
drug test program. 
 
Commissioner Davis withdrew his second explaining that he would like the issue tabled for further 
discussion during the May 17 budget work session. 
 
Commissioner Gibson then seconded the motion made by Commissioner Cooley. 
 
Vote:  In Favor:  Commissioners Cooley and Gibson.  Vote:  Against:  Chairman McCook, Vice 
Chair McCall and Commissioners Davis and McPhatter.  Motion failed. 
 
Motion was made by Vice Chair McCall for the County to support resolutions approved by Moore 
and Polk counties that lottery money is spent on education to the fullest extent permissible under 
the law. 
 
The motion died for lack of a second.   
 
Closed Session   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Gibson and duly seconded by Commissioner Davis to go into 
Closed Session in accordance with N.C. General Statute §143-318.11(a)(4) to discuss matters 
relating to the location or expansion of business in the area served by this body and to go into 
Closed Session in accordance with N.C. General Statute §143-318.11(a)(3)] to consult with 
the Attorney.  Vote:  Motion unanimously approved. 
   
OPEN SESSION RESUMED 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Gibson and duly seconded by Commissioner Davis to recess to 
8 a.m. Friday, May 17, at the SBIC.  Vote:  Motion unanimously approved.    
 
 
 
Ann W. Kurtzman        Guy McCook 
Clerk to the Board        Chairman 
 


