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Commissioners in attendance: Chairman Whit Gibson, Vice Chair John Alford, Commissioners
Betty Blue Gholston (Virtually), Darrel "BJ" Gibson (Excused at 6:53 pm), Tim Ivey, Carol
McCall, and Clarence McPhatter II; Staff present: County Manager Kevin Patterson, County
Attorney Ed Johnston, and Clerk to the Board Jason Robinson.
Call to Order, Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance
Chairman Gibson called the meeting to order and asked Commissioner BJ Gibson to give
the invocation, and then Chairman Gibson led the pledge of allegiance.
Approval of the Agenda
Chairman Gibson then stated that he would entertain a motion to approve the agenda.
Motion was made by Commissioner Ivey to approve the agenda and the motion was duly
seconded by Vice Chair Alford. Vote to approve agenda: Unanimous
Public Forum
The Board first heard from representatives of Scotland County Crime Stoppers. Officer
Chris Young with the Laurinburg Police Department stated that he was a volunteer with this
organization that gave cash to tips that led to the arrest of criminals. Mr. Young stated that the
group would like to ask the Board for a recurring amount of $1,000 in the budget each year. The
Board next heard from the Social Workers at the Scotland County Health Department. They
stated that there are 5 social workers at the health department and that each program that is
serviced by the social workers brings in funds for the County. They requested to have the same
10% pay increase as the social workers at DSS received in order to maintain equity.
Commissioner BJ Gibson stated that the Board should request the numbers just like they were
given by DSS. Commissioner Ivey stated that there needs to be a dollar amount and would like
to find out what that is. The Board agreed to talk about this issue at the April 26th budget
meeting. Finally, the Board heard from DSS Director April Snead. Ms. Snead stated that April
was Child Abuse Prevention Month and would like the Board to adopt a proclamation. Ms.
Snead read the proclamation and upon hearing from Ms. Snead, motion was made by
Commissioner McCall to adopt the proclamation. Motion was duly seconded by
Commissioner BJ Gibson. The vote to approve was unanimous (Attachment A)
Consent Agenda
The consent agenda for April was as follows:
1. Approve Minutes of March 7, 2022 regular meeting
2. Approve February tax refimds, releases, and discoveries (Attachment BJ
3. Approve JCPC 2022-23 budget
4. Approve additional agingfunds
Motion was made by Commissioner McCall to approve the consent agenda as presented.
Motion was duly seconded by Vice Chair Alford. Vote to approve consent agenda:
Unanimous.

1

Scotland County Board of Commissioners Regular Meeting, April 4, 2022, EOC Building,
1403 West Boulevard, Laurinburg, NC
Tis the Season Update
The Board next heard from Terry Parker and Jeannie Pope with Tis the Season. Both Ms.
Parker and Ms. Pope updated the Board about the plans for Tis the Season for this coming
Christmas season. Among the plans are to have a trail of penguins leading to Laurinburg. There
are also plans for a live nativity called "Follow the Star." In addition there are plans for "A trip
to the North Pole" where kids can visit Santa. They also stated that the group hopes to get a
trolley and that they want to create something fun. They also explained how a light drive with
different themes. County Attorney Ed Johnston stated that the American Rescue Plan (ARP)
funds are pretty close to unfettered funds but that there is a secondary layer of regulations and
that each request has to be scmtinized. Commissioner McCall stated that at a recent workshop
she attended they urged commissioners to be judicious with the funds and to lean on the attorney.
Chairman Gibson stated that this scmtiny is not unique to Tis the Season. Chairman Gibson also
stated that there are a lot of problems in the county and that Tis the Season has brought some
much needed enthusiasm. Commissioner BJ Gibson asked if the group is asking for the whole
$294,000. Ms. Parker stated that no not the entire amount but any amount would be much
appreciated.
Special Presentation
The Board next welcomed North Carolina House of Representatives Member Garland
Pierce. Mr. Pierce stated that he was very pleased to help bring a million dollars to Scotland
County to be used for the recreation centers at Laurel Hill and at I.E. Johnson. Mr. Pierce stated
that he has been informed by the Speaker of the House that there may be more funds available
this year as well. Mr. Pierce presented the Board with a check for $1 million.
Partners in Ministry
The Board next heard from Dr. Melba McCallum, Executive Director of Partners in
Ministry (PIM). Dr. McCallum stated that Partners in Ministry would like to ask for some of the
ARP funds as well. Because of the pandemic there has been significant learning loss and ARP
funds would be used for enrichment activities and trips to deepen knowledge. In addition,
COVID has caused problems for the transportation service that PIM provides. Dr. McCallum
stated that PIM is requesting $100,000 for programming and $105,000 for transportation, for a
total request of $205,000.
Zoning
The Board next heard from County Attorney Ed Johnston and Chairman of the Planning
and Zoning Board Jim McMillan. Mr. Johnston stated that Scotland County has one of the oldest
zoning and subdivision ordinances in the state. The ordinance before the Board now will bring
the zoning ordinance up to conform with state statutes. Mr. McMillan stated that the planning
and zoning board has worked mightily and will need to make changes over time. Mr. Johnston
pointed out to the Board that for the last several years, Scotland County has (by local act of the
legislature) an exemption for 5 acres for a subdivision in contrast to the IO acres that is required
by the state. Mr. Johnston stated that the Board would need to decide if that would still be the
case moving forward. Mr. McMillan stated that the planning and zoning board would prefer to
stick with the 5 acre rule. Mr. Patterson also called attention to the fact that the draft ordinance
needed a correction when it came to skirting. Mr. Patterson stated that the ordinance should read
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as follows: Each manufactured home shall be properly installed with skirting that is a
continuous, permanent masonry foundation or masonry curtain wall, unpierced except for
required ventilation and access, is installed under the perimeter of the manufactured home. This
is something that is cun-ently being done. Upon hearing from Mr. Patterson, motion was made
by Commissioner McCall to approve the zoning ordinance with two modifications. The
first modification is continuing the 5 acre exception for subdivisions and the second
modification dealing with exterior skirting language as recommended by Mr. Patterson.
The motion was duly seconded by Vice Chair Alford and the vote to approve was
unanimous (Zoning Ordinance may be found in the Scotland County Ordinance Book).
COVID-19 Update
The Board next heard from Donna Page, Director of Nursing at the Scotland County
Health Department. Ms. Page gave the Board an update on COVID numbers in Scotland
County. Ms. Page reported that only 11 new cases have been reported in the last two weeks and
there has not been a COVID related death since February. She also reported this was the trend
across the state. Mr. Patterson stated that the vaccination card program is due to expire soon and
the health department has a number of cards still left. Discussion followed about how to end the
vaccine incentive program. Upon conclusion of discussion, motion was made by
Commissioner McPhatter to use the program until the cards are exhausted. The motion
was duly seconded by Commissioner McCall and the vote to approve was unanimous.
IE Johnson
The Board next heard from County Manager Kevin Patterson concerning the I.E. Johnson
project. Mr. Patterson stated that the County had received a $500,000 grant from the state for the
I.E. Johnson project. Mr. Patterson reported that an engineer has been hired, and work has begun
on the gym and the primary entrance. There is a need to increase the amount of parking and the
County is going to use their own force labor to demolish the two old buildings after they have
been abated for asbestos. Mr. Patterson also stated that the floor is being looked at and seeing
exactly what wants to be done with it if it would be better to redo the old flooring or put down
new.
Laurel Hill Community Center
The Board next heard from County Manager Kevin Patterson concerning the Laurel Hill
Community Center. Mr. Patterson stated everything is on time and on schedule. The outside of
the building should be done by June and the contractor will be working inside at that time.
Boards and Committees
Vice Chair Alford reported that Southeastern Community Action Partnership, the agency
that used to be 4 county, had contacted the clerk. The agency advised that Vice Chair Alford
could not be reappointed to their board because he had served the maximum amount of time
allowed and has to come off at least for an amount of time. Vice Chair Alford stated that the
replacement doesn't have to be a commissioner but it can be a commissioner. The group meets
once per month, usually in Lumberton. Vice Chair Alford stated that he thought Commissioner
Ivey would be a good representative on this board. Discussion followed concerning the
responsibilities of the representative. Upon conclusion of discussion, motion was made by Vice
Chair Alford to appoint Commissioner Ivey to the Southeastern Community Action
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Partnership board. Motion was duly seconded by Commissioner McPhatter and the vote
to approve was unanimous. Vice Chair Alford also informed the Board that the Board of
Equalization a.nd Review (BoER) always appoints their own chairman but it has come to the
attention of the clerk that the commissioners are supposed to appoint the chair of the BoER. Ms.
Mary Helen Norton was the chair that was elected last year and Vice Chair Alford stated that he
would recommend Ms. Norton for chair again. County Attorney Ed Johnston stated that the
Board might need to be careful with the perception of conflict of interest because during the
transition from Mr. Brown as tax administrator to Ms. Butler, Ms. Norton is working in some
capacity in the tax office. Mr. Patterson stated that she was a part-time employee. Chairman
Gibson stated that looking at the BoER members that Mr. John Ferguson had been on the BoER
for a number of years. Motion was made by Chairman Gibson to appoint Mr. John
Ferguson as the chair of the BoER. The motion was duly seconded by Vice Chair Alford
and the vote to approve was unanimous. Discussion followed about Ms. Norton and if she
needed to be removed from the BoER to avoid any appearance of conflict. Upon conclusion of
discussion, motion was made by Commissioner Ivey to remove Ms. Mary Helen Norton
from the BoER and to replace her with Ms. Tina Smith for the remainder of the term.
Motion was duly seconded by Commissioner McPhatter and the vote to approve was
unanimous.
County Manager Report
Mr. Patterson reported to the Board that the foreclosure sale is complete and 43 parcels
have sold and he would request that the Board accept the sale prices of the parcels. Upon
hearing from Mr. Patterson, motion was made by Commissioner Ivey to accept the sale prices
of the parcels. Motion was duly seconded by Commissioner McCall and the vote to
approve was unanimous (Attachment C). Mr. Patterson then reviewed all of the encumbered
or designated American Rescue Plan (ARP) funds. With all those encumbered or designated
funds, about $2 million remains to be allocated. Mr. Patterson also reviewed the cost to extend
water into a neighborhood on North Turnpike Road. Commissioner McPhatter asked how many
residents it would serve. Mr. Patterson stated that about 40 people were on the petition.
Commissioner Gholston stated that there might be another 35 people in addition to the ones on
the petition. Mr. Patterson then gave an update on the bonus amount for county employees. Mr.
Patterson outlined two options: 1. two groups with one group getting a $500 bonus and the other
getting $300 and 2. Every employee gets $500. Discussion followed about the best direction.
Upon conclusion of discussion, motion was made by Commissioner McPhatter to approve a
$500 net bonus for all employees. The motion was duly seconded by Commissioner Ivey
and the vote to approve was unanimous. Mr. Patterson then informed the Board that the
County would be getting approximately $2.9 million over the next 18 years from the opioid
settlement. Mr. Patterson stated that an opioid work group was already established and it would
be activated to develop alternatives. According to Mr. Patterson there are about 8 different
buckets that these funds can be allocated to and in North Carolina local governments received
about 85% of the funds from the settlement for the state. Mr. Patterson next told the Board that
Public Safety Director Robert Sampson has found an ambulance that is being built now and will
be ready by the end of July. Mr. Patterson stated that the County can contract for it now and
include it in next budget year. Upon hearing from Mr. Patterson, motion was made by
Chairman Gibson to move forward with the ambulance purchase. The motion was duly
seconded by Vice Chair Alford and the vote to approve was unanimous. Finally, Mr.
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Patterson informed the Board that the State Office of Human Resources has accepted the
County's plan for substantial equivalency.

Commissioner News
Chairman Gibson then read a proclamation in recognition of National Telecomunicator's
Week April 10-16, 2022. Upon hearing the reading of the proclamation, motion was made by
Vice Chair Alford to approve the proclamation. Motion was duly seconded and the vote to
approve was unanimous (Attachment D). Commissioner McPhatter mentioned that the acting
pastor of St. John's Holiness Church had contacted him about tables they had purchased at I.E.
Johnson when it was still owned by the school system. Commissioner McCall mentioned two
possibilities for ARP funding that being funds for the John Blue House and funds for a cleanup
of roadside trash. Commissioner Ivey stated that the State Board of Elections is requesting 2
shifts of poll workers for the primary. Elections Director Dell Parker has expressed difficulty in
finding people to work. Commissioner Ivey further stated that it is the County's policy for
family not to supervise close family and Ms. Parker's husband would like to work the election.
Mr. Patterson stated that it would take Board action to allow this. Upon hearing from Mr.
Patterson, motion was made by Commissioner Ivey to allow Rodney Parker to be allowed to
work one stop and election day. The motion was duly seconded by Commissioner
McPhatter and the vote to approve was unanimous. Vice Chair Alford then brought to the
attention of the Board a situation where a double wide and single wide were on a piece of land
that was too small and wondered if there was anything that could be done. Mr. Patterson stated
that he could have Inspections take a look but there probably is nothing that can be done. Mr.
Patterson also mentioned that at some time the Board might want to have a conversation about
minimum housing standards. Commissioner Gholston stated that she heard from Representative
Pierce that there might be some funds available this year from the state and would like to see
about getting some of those funds.
Recess

Having no further business at this time, motion was made by Commissioner Ivey to
recess until April 26, 2022 at 10:00 am at the Morgan Center located at 517 Peden Street.
Motion was duly seconded by Commissioner McCall. Vote to adjourn was unanimous.

Whit
Chair

(county seal)
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ATTACHMENT A

PROCLAMATION

In Recognition of April as Child Abuse Prevention Month
WHEREAS, children are vital to our state and county's future success, prosperity, and quality of life as well as being our
most vulnerable assets; and,
WHEREAS, all children deserve to have the safe, stable, nurturing homes and communities they need to foster their
healthy growth and development; and,
WHEREAS, child abuse and neglect is a community responsibility affecting both the current and the future quality of life
of a community; and,
WHEREAS, communities that provide parents with the social support, knowledge of parenting and child development,
and concrete resources they need to cope with stress and nurture their children ensure all children grow to their full
potential; and
WHEREAS, effective child abuse prevention strategies succeed because of partnerships created among citizens, human
services agencies, schools, faith communities, health care providers, civic organizations, law enforcement agencies, and
the business community.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED by the Scotland County Board of Commissioners that April 2022 is Child
Abuse Prevention Month in Scotland County and urge all citizens, community agencies, faith groups, medical facilities,
elected leaders, and businesses to increase their participation in efforts to support families, thereby preventing child abuse
and strengthening the communities in which we live.
PROCLAIMED TIDS 4th DAY OF April, 2022.

(County Seal)

ATTACHMENT B

County of Scotland
TAX DEPARTMENT

JAMES BROWN
TAX ASSESSOR
(910) 277-2566

507 W COVINGTON ST.
POST OFFICE BOX 488
LAURINBURG, NORTH CAROLINA 28353

MARTY PATE
TAX COLLECTOR
(910) 277-2566

March 8, 2022
Beth Hobbs
f'inance Officer Scotland County
Re: Release, Refund and Discovery Report for February 2022
Dear Ms. Hobbs,
Please !ind attached releases, refunds and discoveries for the month of February 2022.
The grand totals are as follows:

and,

I.
2.
3.
4.

Releases less than $100-Totaling: $)08.44;
Releases more than $100 - Totaling: $638.34;
Refunds less than $100-Totaling: � All other refunds were due to overpayment;
Refunds more than $ I 00 - Totaling: $882.70; All other refunds were due to overpayment;

5. Discoveries - Totaling: $7.968.62.
With best regards,
I�

·\--

\.._.,/") \ {.c u- -J-ri �
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Marty Pate
Scotland County Tax Collector

Enclosure

RELEASES LESS THAN $100
NAME
Anderson J Incorporated
Robin McIntyre

ACCT/BILL#
5021636
2021- I 3931
Total

RELEASES MORE THAN $100
NAME
ACCT/BILL#
Arnett Walter
2021-772
Saheed Rasheedat Abiola
2021-18793
Total
REFUNDS LESS THAN $100
NAME
REFUNDS MORE THAN $100
NAME
Jarred Raylon Jacobs
Joel Massey
Liston Watts
Stephen McMillan

DISCOVERIES
NAME
.lauan Tarck Petty
Lucky"s Car Lot
William Bethea

subtotal

Total gap discovery amount
Total for all discoveries

AMOUNT
$ 85.00
$ 23.44

REASON
swfee, home gone before 21
swmh dbl listed

AMOUNT
$439.64
$198.70

REASON
home removed in 2020
home damaged in 2020

$108.44

$638.34

DESC/BILL #
AMOUNT REASON
Total � all others due to overpayment
DESC/BILL #
2021-24454
2021-2022
20 I 9-22264
2021-14587
Total

AMOUNT REASON
p/p titled in SC
$103.61
applied$ to wrong bills-ins
$137.66
garnished son-· dad's bill
$379.20
payment applied to wrong bill
$262.23
5882.70. all others due to overpayment

AMOUNT
$ 293.90
$1,096.45
$ 350.18
$1,740.53

REASON
unlisted swmh
rollback
rollback

$6,228.09
$7,968.62

gap m/v billing

ATTACHMENT C
Lot Num Title

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46

Vacant Lot Located on McDougald Ave in Laurinburg, NC
Vacant Lot at 602 Jackson St. in Laurinburg, NC
9.89+/- Acres on Hasty Farm Woods Rd in Laurinburg, NC
Vacant Lot off Old Maxton Rd in Maxton, NC
Lot and Buildings on US Hwy 74 Business in Laurinburg, NC

Vacant Lot on Harrison Rd. in Laurinburg, NC

Vacant Lot on Queen Rd. in Laurinburg, NC
Vacant Lot on Harrison Rd. in Laurinburg, NC

Vacant Lot on McNeil St. in Wagram, NC
Lot and Building Located at 21780 Brown Rd in Wagram, NC
Lot and Building at 21780 Center St. in Wagram, NC
Vacant lot Located on Crandall and Patricia Streets in Laurinburg, NC

Moblie Home and Lot Located at 21260 McLaughlin Rd in Laurinburg, NC
Moblie Home and Lot Located at 21400 Bridal Path Dr. in Laurinburg, NC
Moblie Home and Lot Located at 21361 Surrey Dr in Laurinburg, NC
Vacant Lot Located at 21341 Surrey Dr. in Laurinburg, NC
3.5+/- Acres Located at 21140 Stubbs Rd. in Laurinburg, NC
Vacant Lot Located at 27940 Terry Drive in Marston, NC
Deercroft Golf Course Lot on Rabbit Run Ct. in Wagram, NC
3.98+/- Acres on Old Wire Rd in Laurel Hill, NC

Vacant Lot on Montrey Street in Gibson, NC

Vacant Lot off Tabernacle Rd. in Laurel Hill, NC
Vacant Lot Located at 5860 Livingston Street in Gibson, NC
Vacant Lot Located at 4100 Cross Street in Gibson, NC
Vacant Lot Located at 13840 Quick St. in Gibson, NC
Vacant Lot on Quick Street in Gibson, NC
Vacant Lot Located at 13661 Francis St. in Gibson, nC
Vacant Lot Located at 13420 Railroad St in Gibson, NC
Vacant lot Located on Main St. in Gibson, NC

Vacant Lot on Alton Cir. In Laurel Hill, NC
Vacant Lot on Alton Cir. In Laurel Hill, NC
Vacant Lot on McRae St in Laurel Hill, NC
Vacant Lot Located at 10729 Eagle Crest Rd in Laurel Hill, NC
Vacant Lot on Malloy Ave in Laurel Hill, NC
Vacant Lot Located at 9321 Carver School Rd in Laurel Hill, NC
Vacant Lot Located Old Wire Rd in Laurel Hill, NC
Vacant Lot Located at 10280 Adams Ave in Laurinburg, NC
Vacant Lot off leisure Rd in Laurinburg, NC

Vacant Lot on N. Caledonia Rd in Laurinburg, NC
Vacant Lot Located on College Dr in Laurinburg, NC
Vacant lot Located on Gabriel Ave in Laurinburg, NC

Vacant lot located on Blues Farm Rd in Laurinburg, NC
Vacant Lot on Blues Farm Rd in Laurinburg, NC

Current Bid

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

1,500.00
1,800.00
26,975.00
1,000.00
19,500.00
6,500.00
2,200.00
2,500.00
3,600.00
2,262.50
2,262.50
6,050.00
7,750.00
12,500.00
8,450.00
5,000.00
10,850.00
3,800.00
6,500.00
6,500.00
2,700.00
475.00
10,000.00
5,250.00
1,900.00
5,250.00
1,400.00
6,000.00
24,000.00
5,750.00
5,750.00
2,500.00
3,400.00
1,200.00
1,700.00
3,025.00
2,000.00
1,300.00
1,300.00
1,325.00
1,000.00
7,350.00
5,750.00

Number of Bids

26
31
70
26
61
42
17
41
24
39
37
51
65
50
45
52
43
51
62
82
37
13
24
36
18
36
20
51
78
60
58
34
41
17
31
25
51
26
21
39
21
49
55

ATTACHMENT D

National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week
April 10-16, 2022
WHEREAS, emergencies can occur at any time that require police, fire, or emergency medical services; and,
WHEREAS, when an emergency occurs the prompt response of police officers, sheriff's deputies, firefighters and
paramedics is critical to the protection of life and preservation of property; and,
WHEREAS, the safety of our police officers, firefighters, sheriff's deputies, and paramedics are dependent upon the
quality and accuracy of information obtained from citizens who telephone the Scotland County Emergency
Communications Center; and,
WHEREAS, Public Safety Telecommunicators are the first and most critical contact our citizens have with emergency
services; and
WHEREAS, Public Safety Telecornrnunicators are the single vital link for our police officers, sheriff's deputies,
firefighters, and paramedics by monitoring their activities by radio, providing them information and ensuring their safety;
and
WHEREAS, Public Safety Telecornmunicators of the Scotland County Emergency Communications Center have
contributed substantially to the apprehension of criminals, suppression of fires, and treatment of patients; and,
WHEREAS, each dispatcher has exhibited compassion, understanding, and professionalism during the performance of
their job in the past year.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED by the Scotland County Board of Commissioners that the week of April
I 0-16, 2022 is to be National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week in Scotland County, in honor of the men and women
whose diligence and professionalism keep our county and citizens safe.
PROCLAIMED This 4 th DAY OF April, 2022.

(County Seal)

