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Title – The Mammoth Hunters 

Author – Jean Auel 

Call Number – AUDIO CD  

Book Description -  

Once again Jean M. Auel opens the door of a time long past to reveal an age of wonder and 

danger at the dawn of the modern human race. With all the consummate storytelling artistry and 

vivid authenticity she brought to The Clan of the Cave Bear and its sequel, The Valley of 

Horses, Jean M. Auel continues the breathtaking epic journey of the woman called Ayla. 

Riding Whinney with Jondalar, the man she loves, and followed by the mare’s colt, Ayla 

ventures into the land of the Mamutoi--The Mammoth Hunters. She has finally found the 

Others she has been seeking. Though Ayla must learn their different customs and language, she 

is adopted because of her remarkable hunting ability, singular healing skills, and uncanny fire-

making technique. Bringing back the single pup of a lone wolf she has killed, Ayla shows the 

way she tames animals. 

 

She finds women friends and painful memories of the Clan she left behind, and meets Ranec, the 

dark-skinned, magnetic master carver of ivory, whom she cannot refuse--inciting Jondalar to a 

fierce jealousy that he tries to control by avoiding her. Unfamiliar with the ways of the Others, 

Ayla misunderstands, and thinking Jondalar no longer loves her, she turns more to Ranec. 

Throughout the icy winter the tension mounts, but warming weather will bring the great 

mammoth hunt and the mating rituals of the Summer Meeting, when Ayla must choose to remain 

with Ranec and the Mamutoi, or to follow Jondalar on a long journey into an unknown future. 

  

Title – Sex, Lies & Serious Money 

Author – Stuart Woods 

Call Number – AUDIO CD WOODS 

Book Description -  

Fresh off the runway at Teterboro, Stone Barrington arrives home to find an unexpected new 

client on his doorstep, anxiously soliciting his help. But everything is not as it seems, when the 

client reveals the true nature — and value — of his recent turn of fortune. 

 

From luxury New York high-rises to the sprawling New Mexico desert, his client is pursued 



from all angles . . . and Stone quickly learns that easy money isn’t always so easy. 

  

Title – Seduced 

Author – Randy Wayne White 

Call Number – AUDIO CD WHITE 

Book Description -  

A fishing guide and part-time investigator, Hannah Smith is a tall, strong Florida woman 

descended from many generations of the same. But the problem before her now is much older 

even than that. 

 

Five hundred years ago, Spanish conquistadors planted the first orange seeds in Florida, but now 

the whole industry is in trouble. The trees are dying at the root, weakened by infestation and 

genetic manipulation, and the only solution might be somehow, somewhere, to find samples of 

the original root stock. No one is better equipped to traverse the swamps and murky backcountry 

of Florida than Hannah, but once word leaks out of her quest, the trouble begins. “There are 

people who will kill to find a direct descendant of those first seeds,” a biologist warns her — and 

it looks like his words may be all too prophetic. 

  

Title – The Girl from Venice 

Author – Martin Cruz Smith 

Call Number – AUDIO CD SMITH 

Book Description -  

Venice, 1945. The war may be waning, but the city known as La Serenissima is still occupied 

and the people of Italy fear the power of the Third Reich. One night, under a canopy of stars, a 

fisherman named Cenzo comes across a young woman’s body floating in the lagoon and soon 

discovers that she is still alive and in trouble. 

 

Born to a wealthy Jewish family, Giulia is on the run from the Wehrmacht SS. Cenzo chooses to 

protect Giulia rather than hand her over to the Nazis. This act of kindness leads them into the 

world of Partisans, random executions, the arts of forgery and high explosives, Mussolini’s 

broken promises, the black market and gold, and, everywhere, the enigmatic maze of the Venice 

Lagoon. 



 

The Girl from Venice is a thriller, a mystery, and a retelling of Italian history that will take your 

breath away. Most of all it is a love story. 

  

Title – Missing 

Author – James Patterson 

Call Number – AUDIO CD PATTERSON 

Book Description -  

Craig Gisto has promised Eliza Moss that his elite team at Private Sydney will investigate the 

disappearance of her father. After all, as CEO of a high-profile research company, Eric Moss 

shouldn't be difficult to find. 

 

Except it's not just the man who's gone missing. Despite the most advanced technology at their 

disposal, they find every trace of him has vanished too. 

And they aren't the only ones on the hunt. Powerful figures want Moss to stay "lost," while 

others just as ruthlessly want him found. 

 

Meanwhile, a routine background check becomes a frantic race to find a stolen baby and catch a 

brutal killer - a killer Private may well have sent straight to the victim's door . . . 

  

Title – Darkest Journey 

Author – Heather Graham 

Call Number – AUDIO CD GRAHAM 

Book Description -  

Charlene "Charlie" Moreau is back in St. Francisville, Louisiana, to work on a movie. One night, 

she stumbles across the body of a Civil War reenactor, the second murdered in two days. Charlie 

is shocked to learn that her father — a guide on the Journey, a historic paddle wheeler that's 

sponsoring the reenactment — is a suspect.  

Meanwhile, Ethan Delaney, new to the FBI's Krewe of Hunters, is brought in on the case. He and 

Charlie have a history of their own, dating back to when he rescued her from a graveyard — led 

there by a Confederate ghost!  



Charlie arranges a Mississippi River cruise so she and Ethan can get close to the reenactors, find 

out who knows what, who has a motive. They discover a lot more as they resume the relationship 

that ended ten years ago . . . but might die, along with them, on the Journey. 

 

Title – Pirate 

Author – Clive Cussler 

Call Number – AUDIO CD CUSSLER 

Book Description -  

When husband and wife treasure hunters Sam and Remi Fargo try something new, a relaxing 

vacation, a detour to visit a rare bookstore leads to the discovery of a dead body. All signs point 

to a book in the store that may contain a secret map, an actual, ink-on-paper guide to a historic 

fortune. 

 

The Fargos take up the challenge and find themselves flying from California to Arizona, from 

Jamaica to England. Racing against a vicious corporate raider with an unhealthy obsession for 

this particular treasure, Sam and Remi are slowed by a new betrayal at every turn. It can only 

mean one thing: someone on their team cannot be trusted. 

 

Buzzing with the chemistry and wit of Sam and Remi Fargo, Pirate reinvents the classic treasure 

hunt as only a Clive Cussler adventure can. 

  

Title – Agatha Christie – Closed Casket 

Author – Sophie Hannah 

Call Number – AUDIO CD HANNAH 

Book Description -  

With these words, Lady Athelinda Playford -- one of the world's most beloved children's authors 

-- springs a surprise on the lawyer entrusted with her will. As guests arrive for a party at her Irish 

mansion, Lady Playford has decided to cut off her two children without a penny . . . and leave 

her vast fortune to someone else: an invalid who has only weeks to live. 

 

Among Lady Playford's visitors are two strangers: the famous Belgian detective Hercule Poirot, 

and Inspector Edward Catchpool of Scotland Yard. Neither knows why he has been invited -- 

until Poirot begins to wonder if Lady Playford expects a murder. But why does she seem so 



determined to provoke a killer? And why -- when the crime is committed despite Poirot's best 

efforts to stop it -- does the identity of the victim make no sense at all? 

  

Title – The Highwayman 

Author – Craig Johnson 

Call Number – AUDIO CD JOHNSON 

Book Description -  

When Wyoming highway patrolman Rosey Wayman is transferred to the beautiful and imposing 

landscape of the Wind River Canyon, an area the troopers refer to as no-man's-land because of 

the lack of radio communication, she starts receiving “officer needs assistance” calls. The 

problem? They're coming from Bobby Womack, a legendary Arapaho patrolman who met a fiery 

death in the canyon almost a half-century ago. With an investigation that spans this world and 

the next, Sheriff Walt Longmire and Henry Standing Bear take on a case that pits them against a 

legend: The Highwayman. 

  

Title – Robert B. Parker’s Debt to Pay 

Author – Reed Farrel Coleman 

Call Number – AUDIO CD COLEMAN 

Book Description -  

All is quiet in Paradise, except for a spate of innocuous vandalism. Good thing, too, because 

Jesse Stone is preoccupied with the women in his life, both past and present. As his ex-wife, 

Jenn, is about to marry a Dallas real-estate tycoon, Jesse isn’t too sure his relationship with 

former FBI agent Diana Evans is built to last. But those concerns get put on the back burner 

when a major Boston crime boss is brutally murdered. Despite all evidence to the contrary, Jesse 

suspects it’s the work of Mr. Peepers, a psychotic assassin who has caused trouble for Jesse in 

the past. 

 

Peepers has long promised revenge against the Mob, Jesse, and Suit for their roles in foiling one 

of his hits — and against Jenn as well. And though Jesse and Jenn have long parted ways, Jesse 

still feels responsible for her safety. Jesse and Diana head to Dallas for the wedding and, along 

with the tycoon’s security team, try to stop Peepers before the bill comes due. With Peepers 

toying with the authorities as to when and where he’ll strike, Jesse is up against the wall. Still, 

there’s a debt to pay and blood to be spilled to satisfy it. But whose blood, and just how much? 

  



Title – Woman of God 

Author – James Patterson 

Call Number – AUDIO CD PATTERSON 

Book Description -  

The world is watching as massive crowds gather in Rome, waiting for news of a new pope, one 

who promises to be unlike any other in history. It's a turning point that may change the Church 

forever. Some followers are ecstatic that the movement reinvigorating the Church is about to 

reach the Vatican, but the leading candidate has made a legion of powerful enemies who aren't 

afraid to kill for their cause. 

 

Faith has never come easy for Brigid Fitzgerald. From her difficult childhood with drug-addled 

parents to her career as a doctor healing the wounded in Sudan to a series of trials that test her 

beliefs at every turn, Brigid's convictions and callings have made her the target of all those who 

fear that the Church has lost its way -- dangerous adversaries who abhor challenges to tradition. 

Locked in a deadly, high-stakes battle with forces determined to undermine everything she 

believes in, Brigid must convert her enemies to her cause before she loses her faith . . . and her 

life. 

 

Spanning the globe -- from the drug dens, high-powered law firms, and churches of Boston to the 

horrific brutality of a civil war in the Sudanese desert to the beauty, violence, and spiritual 

enlightenment of the Holy Land -- Woman of God is an epic, thrilling tale of perseverance, love, 

trust and nothing less than what it means to live in a fallen world. 

  

Title – Pushing Up Daisies 

Author – M. C. Beaton 

Call Number – AUDIO CD BEATON 

Book Description -  

Agatha Raisin, private detective, resident in the Cotswold village of Carsely, should have been a 

contented and happy woman . . . 

But things are about to get a little less cozy. Lord Bellington, a wealthy land developer, wants to 

turn the community garden into a housing estate. And when Agatha and her friend Sir Charles 

Fraith attempt to convince Lord Bellington to abandon his plans, he scoffs, “Do you think I give 

a damn about what a lot of pesky villagers want?” So it’s no surprise that some in the town are 

feeling celebratory when Agatha finds his obituary in the newspaper two weeks later. 



The villagers are relieved to learn that Bellington’s son and heir, Damian, has no interest in 

continuing his father’s development plans. Except the death was apparently murder, and the 

police see Damian as suspect number one -- though Agatha finds plenty of others when he hires 

her to find the real killer. The good news is that a handsome retired detective named Gerald has 

recently moved to town. Too bad he was seen kissing another newcomer . . . 

Soon, another murder further entangles Gerald and Agatha in a growing web of intrigue as they 

work with her team of detectives work to uncover the killer’s identity. 

  

Title – Order to Kill 

Author – Vince Flynn 

Call Number – AUDIO CD FLYNN 

Book Description -  

Mitch Rapp is used to winning. 

But in this follow-up to #1 New York Times bestselling The Survivor, the CIA operative finds 

himself chasing false leads from continent to continent in an effort to keep Pakistani nukes from 

falling into the hands of terrorists. Together with friend and colleague Scott Coleman, Rapp 

struggles to prevent the loss of these lethal weapons, particularly because Russia is also 

interested in the nukes, though not for the same reason as Rapp and Coleman. 

 

Soon, it becomes alarmingly clear that the forces in Moscow are bent on fomenting even more 

chaos and turmoil in the Middle East, and Rapp must go deep into Russian territory, posing as an 

American ISIS recruit. There, he uncovers a plan much more dangerous and insidious than he 

ever expected, one that could have far-reaching and catastrophic consequences. 

  

Title – Escape Clause 

Author – John Sandford 

Call Number – AUDIO CD SANDFORD 

Book Description -  

The first storm comes from, of all places, the Minnesota zoo. Two large, and very rare, Amur 

tigers have vanished from their cage, and authorities are worried sick that they’ve been stolen for 

their body parts. Traditional Chinese medicine prizes those parts for home remedies, and people 

will do extreme things to get what they need. Some of them are a great deal more extreme than 

others — as Virgil is about to find out. 



 

Then there’s the homefront. Virgil’s relationship with his girlfriend Frankie has been getting 

kind of serious, but when Frankie’s sister Sparkle moves in for the summer, the situation gets a 

lot more complicated. For one thing, her research into migrant workers is about to bring her up 

against some very violent people who emphatically do not want to be researched. For another . . . 

she thinks Virgil’s kind of cute. 

     “You mess around with Sparkle,” Frankie told Virgil, “you could get yourself stabbed.” 

     “She carries a knife?” 

     “No, but I do.” 

Forget a storm — this one’s a tornado. 

  

Title – The Trespasser 

Author – Tana French 

Call Number – AUDIO CD FRENCH 

Book Description -  

In bestselling Tana French’s newest “tour de force,”* being on the Murder squad is nothing like 

Detective Antoinette Conway dreamed it would be. Her partner, Stephen Moran, is the only 

person who seems glad she’s there. The rest of her working life is a stream of thankless cases, 

vicious pranks, and harassment. Antoinette is savagely tough, but she’s getting close to the 

breaking point. 

 

Their new case looks like yet another by-the-numbers lovers’ quarrel gone bad. Aislinn Murray 

is blond, pretty, groomed to a shine, and dead in her catalogue-perfect living room, next to a 

table set for a romantic dinner. There’s nothing unusual about her — except that Antoinette’s 

seen her somewhere before. 

 

And that her death won’t stay in its neat by-numbers box. Other detectives are trying to push 

Antoinette and Steve into arresting Aislinn’s boyfriend, fast. There’s a shadowy figure at the end 

of Antoinette's road. Aislinn's friend is hinting that she knew Aislinn was in danger. And 

everything they find out about Aislinn takes her further from the glossy, passive doll she seemed 

to be. 

 

Antoinette knows the harassment has turned her paranoid, but she can’t tell just how far gone she 

is. Is this case another step in the campaign to force her off the squad, or are there darker currents 

flowing beneath its polished surface? 

  

Title – The Whistler 



Author – John Grisham 

Call Number – AUDIO CD GRISHAM 

Book Description -  

We expect our judges to be honest and wise. Their integrity and impartiality are the bedrock of 

the entire judicial system. We trust them to ensure fair trials, to protect the rights of all litigants, 

to punish those who do wrong, and to oversee the orderly and efficient flow of justice. But what 

happens when a judge bends the law or takes a bribe? It’s rare, but it happens. 

Lacy Stoltz is an investigator for the Florida Board on Judicial Conduct. She is a lawyer, not a 

cop, and it is her job to respond to complaints dealing with judicial misconduct. After nine years 

with the Board, she knows that most problems are caused by incompetence, not corruption.  

But a corruption case eventually crosses her desk. A previously disbarred lawyer is back in 

business with a new identity. He now goes by the name Greg Myers, and he claims to know of a 

Florida judge who has stolen more money than all other crooked judges combined. And not just 

crooked judges in Florida. All judges, from all states, and throughout U.S. history. 

What’s the source of the ill-gotten gains? It seems the judge was secretly involved with the 

construction of a large casino on Native American land. The Coast Mafia financed the casino and 

is now helping itself to a sizable skim of each month’s cash. The judge is getting a cut and 

looking the other way. It’s a sweet deal: Everyone is making money. 

 

But now Greg wants to put a stop to it. His only client is a person who knows the truth and wants 

to blow the whistle and collect millions under Florida law. Greg files a complaint with the Board 

on Judicial Conduct, and the case is assigned to Lacy Stoltz, who immediately suspects that this 

one could be dangerous.  

Dangerous is one thing. Deadly is something else. 

  

Title – Bill O’Reilly’s Legends & Lies – The Patriots 

Author – David Fisher 

Call Number – AUDIO CD 973.3 FISHER 

Book Description -  

The American Revolution was neither inevitable nor a unanimous cause. It pitted neighbors 

against each other, as loyalists and colonial rebels faced off for their lives and futures. These 

were the times that tried men's souls: no one was on stable ground and few could be trusted. 

Through the fascinating tales of the first Americans, Legends and Lies: The Patriots reveals the 

contentious arguments that turned friends into foes and the country into a warzone. 



From the riots over a child's murder that led to the Boston Massacre to the suspicious return of 

Ben Franklin, the "First American;" from the Continental Army's first victory under George 

Washington's leadership to the little known southern Guerilla campaign of "Swamp Fox" Francis 

Marion, and the celebration of America's first Christmas, The Patriots recreates the amazing 

combination of resourcefulness, perseverance, strategy, and luck that led to this country's 

creation. 

Heavily illustrated with spectacular artwork that brings this important history to vivid life, and 

told in the same fast-paced, immersive narrative as the first Legends and Lies, The Patriots is an 

irresistible, adventure-packed journey back into one of the most storied moments of our nation's 

rich history. 

  

Title – Killing the Rising Sun 

Author – Bill O’Reilly 

Call Number – AUDIO CD 940.57 O’REILLY 

Book Description -  

Autumn 1944. World War II is nearly over in Europe but is escalating in the Pacific, where 

American soldiers face an opponent who will go to any length to avoid defeat. The Japanese 

army follows the samurai code of Bushido, stipulating that surrender is a form of dishonor. 

Killing the Rising Sun takes readers to the bloody tropical-island battlefields of Peleliu and Iwo 

Jima and to the embattled Philippines, where General Douglas MacArthur has made a triumphant 

return and is plotting a full-scale invasion of Japan. 

Across the globe in Los Alamos, New Mexico, Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer and his team of 

scientists are preparing to test the deadliest weapon known to mankind. In Washington, DC, 

FDR dies in office and Harry Truman ascends to the presidency, only to face the most important 

political decision in history: whether to use that weapon. And in Tokyo, Emperor Hirohito, who 

is considered a deity by his subjects, refuses to surrender, despite a massive and mounting death 

toll. Told in the same page-turning style of Killing Lincoln, Killing Kennedy, Killing Jesus, 

Killing Patton, and Killing Reagan, this epic saga details the final moments of World War II like 

never before. 

  

Title – American Wife 

Author – Taya Kyle 

Call Number – AUDIO CD 306.88 KYLE 



Book Description -  

In early 2013, Taya Kyle and her husband Chris were the happiest they ever had been. Their 

decade-long marriage had survived years of war that took Chris, a U.S. Navy SEAL, away from 

Taya and their two children for agonizingly long stretches while he put his life on the line in 

many major battles of the Iraq War. After struggling to readjust to life out of the military, Chris 

had found new purpose in redirecting his lifelong dedication to service to supporting veterans 

and their families. Their love had deepened, and, most special of all, their family was whole, 

finally. 

Then, the unthinkable. On February 2, 2013, Chris and his friend Chad Littlefield were killed 

while attempting to help a troubled vet. The life Chris and Taya fought so hard to build together 

was shattered. In an instant, Taya became a single parent of two. A widow. A young woman 

facing the rest of her life without the man she loved. 

Chris and Taya’s remarkable story has captivated millions through Clint Eastwood’s blockbuster, 

Academy Award-winning film American Sniper, starring Bradley Cooper as Chris and Sienna 

Miller as Taya, and because of Chris’s bestselling memoir, in which Taya contributed passages 

that formed the book’s emotional core. Now, with trusted collaborator Jim DeFelice, Taya writes 

in never-before-told detail about the hours, days, and months after his shocking death when grief 

threatened to overwhelm her. Then there were wearying battles to protect her husband’s legacy 

and reputation. 

And yet throughout, friendship, family, and a deepening faith were lifelines that sustained her 

and the kids when the sorrow became too much. Two years after her husband’s tragic death, 

Taya has found renewed meaning and connection to Chris by advancing their shared mission of 

“serving those who serve others,” particularly military and first-responder families. She and the 

children now are embracing a new future, one that honors the past but also looks forward with 

hope, gratitude, and joy. 

American Wife is one of the most remarkable memoirs of the year -- a universal chronicle of love 

and heartbreak, service and sacrifice, faith and purpose that will inspire every reader. 

  

Title – Shaken 

Author – Tim Tebow 

Call Number – AUDIO CD 248.4 TEBOW 

Book Description -  

Most of us have been on the receiving end of rejection, a broken dream, or heartbreak. And while 

this is not an easy space to go through, when we are grounded in the truth, we can endure the 

tough times. 



 

In this powerful book, Heisman Trophy winner Tim Tebow passionately shares glimpses of his 

journey staying grounded in the face of disappointment, criticism, and intense media scrutiny. 

Following an exceptional college football career with the Florida Gators and a promising playoff 

run with the Denver Broncos, Tebow was traded to the New York Jets. He was released after one 

season. 

 

In Shaken, Tebow talks about what he’s learned along the way, building confidence in his 

identity in God, not the world. This moving book also features practical wisdom from Scripture 

and insights gained from others who have impacted Tebow in life-changing ways. 

Though traveling hard roads is not easy, it’s always worth it! 

 

Your Circumstances do not Define You, 

Your Identity Does. 

 

What do you do when life takes an unplanned detour? When the unexpected happens? When 

doubt or negativity tries to rise above your faith? Most of us can relate to these questions. 

Through a dynamic lens of story and insight, Heisman trophy winner Tim Tebow tells what he’s 

learned during the highs and the lows of his journey in the NFL. Shaken also features practical 

wisdom from the pages of Scripture and moving narratives of individuals — from celebrities to 

cancer patients — who have impacted Tebow’s life. Their inspiring stories will encourage you 

also to tackle fear, overcome bitterness, and take on the obstacles life throws at you. 

  

Title – Hero of the Empire 

Author – Candice Millard 

Call Number – AUDIO CD 968.04 MILLARD 

Book Description -  

At age twenty-four, Winston Churchill was utterly convinced it was his destiny to become prime 

minister of England one day, despite the fact he had just lost his first election campaign for 

Parliament.  He believed that to achieve his goal he must do something spectacular on the 

battlefield.  Despite deliberately putting himself in extreme danger as a British Army officer in 

colonial wars in India and Sudan, and as a journalist covering a Cuban uprising against the 

Spanish, glory and fame had eluded him. 

 

Churchill arrived in South Africa in 1899, valet and crates of vintage wine in tow, there to cover 

the brutal colonial war the British were fighting with Boer rebels. But just two weeks after his 

arrival, the soldiers he was accompanying on an armored train were ambushed, and Churchill 



was taken prisoner.  Remarkably, he pulled off a daring escape--but then had to traverse 

hundreds of miles of enemy territory, alone, with nothing but a crumpled wad of cash, four slabs 

of chocolate, and his wits to guide him. 

The story of his escape is incredible enough, but then Churchill enlisted, returned to South 

Africa, fought in several battles, and ultimately liberated the men with whom he had been 

imprisoned. 

 

Churchill would later remark that this period, "could I have seen my future, was to lay the 

foundations of my later life." Millard spins an epic story of bravery, savagery, and chance 

encounters with a cast of historical characters — including Rudyard Kipling, Lord Kitchener, 

and Mohandas Gandhi — with whom he would later share the world stage. But Hero of the 

Empire is more than an adventure story, for the lessons Churchill took from the Boer War would 

profoundly affect 20th century history. 

  

Title – A Breath of Snow and Ashes 

Author – Diana Gabaldon 

Call Number – AUDIO CD GABALDON 

Book Description -  

The year is 1772, and on the eve of the American Revolution, the long fuse of rebellion has 

already been lit. Men lie dead in the streets of Boston, and in the backwoods of North Carolina, 

isolated cabins burn in the forest. 

 

With chaos brewing, the governor calls upon Jamie Fraser to unite the backcountry and 

safeguard the colony for King and Crown. But from his wife Jamie knows that three years hence 

the shot heard round the world will be fired, and the result will be independence — with those 

loyal to the King either dead or in exile. And there is also the matter of a tiny clipping from The 

Wilmington Gazette, dated 1776, which reports Jamie’s death, along with his kin. For once, he 

hopes, his time-traveling family may be wrong about the future. 

  

Title – Alexander Hamilton 

Author – Ron Chernow 

Call Number – AUDIO CD B HAMILTON 

Book Description -  



In the first full-length biography of Alexander Hamilton in decades, Ron Chernow tells the 

riveting story of a man who overcame all odds to shape, inspire, and scandalize the newborn 

America. According to historian Joseph Ellis, Alexander Hamilton is “a robust full-length 

portrait, in my view the best ever written, of the most brilliant, charismatic and dangerous 

founder of them all.” 

 

Few figures in American history have been more hotly debated or more grossly misunderstood 

than Alexander Hamilton. Chernow’s biography gives Hamilton his due and sets the record 

straight, deftly illustrating that the political and economic greatness of today’s America is the 

result of Hamilton’s countless sacrifices to champion ideas that were often wildly disputed 

during his time. “To repudiate his legacy,” Chernow writes, “is, in many ways, to repudiate the 

modern world.” Chernow here recounts Hamilton’s turbulent life: an illegitimate, largely self-

taught orphan from the Caribbean, he came out of nowhere to take America by storm, rising to 

become George Washington’s aide-de-camp in the Continental Army, coauthoring The 

Federalist Papers, founding the Bank of New York, leading the Federalist Party, and becoming 

the first Treasury Secretary of the United States.Historians have long told the story of America’s 

birth as the triumph of Jefferson’s democratic ideals over the aristocratic intentions of Hamilton. 

Chernow presents an entirely different man, whose legendary ambitions were motivated not 

merely by self-interest but by passionate patriotism and a stubborn will to build the foundations 

of American prosperity and power. His is a Hamilton far more human than we’ve encountered 

before — from his shame about his birth to his fiery aspirations, from his intimate relationships 

with childhood friends to his titanic feuds with Jefferson, Madison, Adams, Monroe, and Burr, 

and from his highly public affair with Maria Reynolds to his loving marriage to his loyal wife 

Eliza. And never before has there been a more vivid account of Hamilton’s famous and 

mysterious death in a duel with Aaron Burr in July of 1804. 

 

Chernow’s biography is not just a portrait of Hamilton, but the story of America’s birth seen 

through its most central figure. At a critical time to look back to our roots, Alexander 

Hamilton will remind readers of the purpose of our institutions and our heritage as Americans. 

 


