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Title – A Higher Call 

Author – Adam Makos 

Call Number – 940.54 MAKOS 

Book Description -  

December, 1943: A badly damaged American bomber struggles to fly over wartime Germany. At 

the controls is twenty-one-year-old Second Lieutenant Charlie Brown. Half his crew lay 

wounded or dead on this, their first mission. Suddenly, a Messerschmitt fighter pulls up on the 

bomber’s tail. The pilot is German ace Franz Stigler — and he can destroy the young American 

crew with the squeeze of a trigger . . . 

What happened next would defy imagination and later be called “the most incredible encounter 

between enemies in World War II.” 

The U.S. 8th Air Force would later classify what happened between them as “top secret.” It was 

an act that Franz could never mention for fear of facing a firing squad. It was the encounter that 

would haunt both Charlie and Franz for forty years until, as old men, they would search the 

world for each other, a last mission that could change their lives forever. 

  

Title – Hero of the Empire 

Author – Candice Millard 

Call Number – 968.048 MILLARD 

Book Description -  

At age twenty-four, Winston Churchill was utterly convinced it was his destiny to become prime 

minister of England one day, despite the fact he had just lost his first election campaign for 

Parliament.  He believed that to achieve his goal he must do something spectacular on the 

battlefield.  Despite deliberately putting himself in extreme danger as a British Army officer in 

colonial wars in India and Sudan, and as a journalist covering a Cuban uprising against the 

Spanish, glory and fame had eluded him. 

Churchill arrived in South Africa in 1899, valet and crates of vintage wine in tow, there to cover 

the brutal colonial war the British were fighting with Boer rebels. But just two weeks after his 

arrival, the soldiers he was accompanying on an armored train were ambushed, and Churchill 

was taken prisoner.  Remarkably, he pulled off a daring escape -- but then had to traverse 

hundreds of miles of enemy territory, alone, with nothing but a crumpled wad of cash, four slabs 

of chocolate, and his wits to guide him. 



The story of his escape is incredible enough, but then Churchill enlisted, returned to South 

Africa, fought in several battles, and ultimately liberated the men with whom he had been 

imprisoned. 

Churchill would later remark that this period, "could I have seen my future, was to lay the 

foundations of my later life." Millard spins an epic story of bravery, savagery, and chance 

encounters with a cast of historical characters — including Rudyard Kipling, Lord Kitchener, 

and Mohandas Gandhi — with whom he would later share the world stage. But Hero of the 

Empire is more than an adventure story, for the lessons Churchill took from the Boer War would 

profoundly affect 20th century history. 

  

Title - Indestructible 

Author – John Bruning 

Call Number – 940.54 BRUNING 

Book Description -  

From the knife fights and smuggling runs of his youth to his fiery days as a pioneering naval 

aviator, Paul Irving "Pappy" Gunn played by his own set of rules and always survived on his wits 

and fists. But when he fell for a conservative Southern belle, her love transformed him from a 

wild and reckless airman to a cunning entrepreneur whose homespun engineering brilliance 

helped launch one of the first airlines in Asia. 

Pappy was drafted into MacArthur's air force when war came to the Philippines; and while he 

carried out a top-secret mission to Australia, the Japanese seized his family. Separated from his 

beloved wife, Polly, and their four children, Pappy reverted to his lawless ways. He carried out 

rescue missions with an almost suicidal desperation. Even after he was shot down twice and 

forced to withdraw to Australia, he waged a one-man war against his many enemies--including 

the American high command and the Japanese--and fought to return to the Philippines to find his 

family. 

Without adequate planes, supplies, or tactics, the U.S. Army Air Force suffered crushing defeats 

by the Japanese in the Pacific. Over the course of his three-year quest to find his family, Pappy 

became the renegade who changed all that. With a brace of pistols and small band of loyal 

followers, he robbed supply dumps, stole aircraft, invented new weapons, and modified bombers 

to hit harder, fly farther, and deliver more destruction than anything yet seen in the air. When 

Pappy's modified planes were finally unleashed during the Battle of the Bismarck Sea, the 

United States scored one of the most decisive victories of World War II. 

Taking readers from the blistering skies of the Pacific to the jungles of New Guinea and the 

Philippines to one of the the war's most notorious prison camps, Indestructible traces one man's 

bare-knuckle journey to free the people he loved and the aerial revolution he sparked that 

continues to resonate across America's modern battlefields. 

  



Title – Settle for More 

Author – Megyn Kelly 

Call Number - 791.45 KELLY 

Book Description -  

Whether it’s asking tough questions during a presidential debate or pressing for answers to 

today’s most important issues, Megyn Kelly has demonstrated the intelligence, strength, 

common sense, and courage that have made her one of today’s best-known journalists, respected 

by women and men, young and old, Republicans and Democrats. 

In Settle for More, the anchor of The Kelly File reflects on the enduring values and experiences 

that have shaped her — from growing up in a family that rejected the "trophies for everyone" 

mentality, to her father’s sudden, tragic death while she was in high school. She goes behind-the-

scenes of her career, sharing the stories and struggles that landed her in the anchor chair of 

cable’s #1 news show. Speaking candidly about her decision to "settle for more" — a motto she 

credits as having dramatically transformed her life at home and at work — Megyn discusses how 

she abandoned a thriving legal career to follow her journalism dreams. 

Admired for her hard work, humor, and authenticity, Megyn sheds light on the news business, 

her time at Fox News, the challenges of being a professional woman and working mother, and 

her most talked about television moments. She also speaks openly about Donald Trump’s feud 

with her, revealing never-before-heard details about the first Republican debate, its difficult 

aftermath, and how she persevered through it all. 

Deeply personal and surprising, Settle for More offers unparalleled insight into this charismatic 

and intriguing journalist, and inspires us all to embrace the principles — determination, honesty, 

and fortitude in the face of fear — that have won her fans across the political divide. 

  

Title – Thank You for Being Late 

Author – Thomas Friedman 

Call Number – 303.48 FRIEDMAN 

Book Description -  

We all sense it — something big is going on. You feel it in your workplace. You feel it when you 

talk to your kids. You can’t miss it when you read the newspapers or watch the news. Our lives 

are being transformed in so many realms all at once — and it is dizzying. 

In Thank You for Being Late, a work unlike anything he has attempted before, Thomas L. 

Friedman exposes the tectonic movements that are reshaping the world today and explains how 



to get the most out of them and cushion their worst impacts. You will never look at the world the 

same way again after you read this book: how you understand the news, the work you do, the 

education your kids need, the investments your employer has to make, and the moral and 

geopolitical choices our country has to navigate will all be refashioned by Friedman’s original 

analysis. 

Friedman begins by taking us into his own way of looking at the world — how he writes a 

column. After a quick tutorial, he proceeds to write what could only be called a giant column 

about the twenty-first century. His thesis: to understand the twenty-first century, you need to 

understand that the planet’s three largest forces — Moore’s law (technology), the Market 

(globalization), and Mother Nature (climate change and biodiversity loss) — are accelerating all 

at once. These accelerations are transforming five key realms: the workplace, politics, 

geopolitics, ethics, and community. 

Why is this happening? As Friedman shows, the exponential increase in computing power 

defined by Moore’s law has a lot to do with it. The year 2007 was a major inflection point: the 

release of the iPhone, together with advances in silicon chips, software, storage, sensors, and 

networking, created a new technology platform. Friedman calls this platform “the supernova” — 

for it is an extraordinary release of energy that is reshaping everything from how we hail a taxi to 

the fate of nations to our most intimate relationships. It is creating vast new opportunities for 

individuals and small groups to save the world — or to destroy it. 

Thank You for Being Late is a work of contemporary history that serves as a field manual for 

how to write and think about this era of accelerations. It’s also an argument for “being late” — 

for pausing to appreciate this amazing historical epoch we’re passing through and to reflect on its 

possibilities and dangers. To amplify this point, Friedman revisits his Minnesota hometown in 

his moving concluding chapters; there, he explores how communities can create a “topsoil of 

trust” to anchor their increasingly diverse and digital populations. 

With his trademark vitality, wit, and optimism, Friedman shows that we can overcome the 

multiple stresses of an age of accelerations — if we slow down, if we dare to be late and use the 

time to reimagine work, politics, and community. Thank You for Being Late is Friedman’s most 

ambitious book — and an essential guide to the present and the future. 

  

Title – 2016 Christmas with Southern Living 

Call Number – 745.594 SOUTHERN 

Book Description -  

Celebrate Christmas in 2016 with Southern Living. 

  

Title – Bone Deep Broth 

Author – Taylor Chen 



Call Number – 641.81 CHEN 

Book Description -  

Bone broth is the perfect healing dish — true dietary medicine, especially when properly 

prepared with locally sourced, grass-fed animals. Plus, it's economical, sustainable, and tasty, 

which is why so many cultures around the world, from Mexico to Vietnam, depend on it. Lya 

Mojica and Taylor Chen, who run the company Bone Deep & Harmony, reveal the benefits and 

simple basics of creating this fabulous meal, and provide recipes for using it in soups, sauces, 

and stews. Make Borscht, Pozole, Pho, Mole de Olla (vegetables in spicy tomato and chicken 

broth), Lamb Tagine with Green Olives and Preserved Lemon, and even baby food. Being 

nutritious has never been as delicious! 

  

Title – Art of the Pie 

Author – Kate McDermott 

Call Number – 641.86 McDERMOTT 

Book Description -  

Kate McDermott, who learned to make pie from her Iowa grandmother, has taught the time-

honored craft of pie-making to thousands of people. Here she shares her secrets to great crusts 

(including gluten-free options), fabulous fillings, and to living a good life. This is the only PIE 

cookbook you need. 

75 color photographs 

  

Title – Superfood Soups 

Author – Julie Morris 

Call Number – 641.81 MORRIS 

Book Description -  

Acclaimed superfood chef Julie Morris has chosen 100 favorites packed with nutrient-dense and 

plant-based whole foods such as vegetables and fruits, legumes and grains, nuts and seeds. Plus, 

she boosts each dish with such scientifically lauded superfoods as chia, medicinal mushrooms, 

turmeric, and kale. From a comforting Smoky Pumpkin Soup with Candied Seed Clusters, to an 

irresistibly inventive Watermelon Goji Gazpacho, to the tasty Cacao Black Bean Soup, every 

health-giving bowl delivers deeply nourishing deliciousness that satisfies on every level. Along 



with beautiful color photographs, the book is full of helpful soup-making advice and information 

about the health rewards of superfood soups, including soup cleanses and rejuvenating broths. 

  

Title - Sweetness 

Author – Christy Jordan 

Call Number – 641.5975 JORDAN 

Book Description -  

Celebrate the sweet spirit and taste of Southern hospitality with Christy Jordan, the voice of 

Southern cooking for a new generation. Sweetness is a memory made in our grandmother’s 

kitchen. Sweetness is nights on the porch, listening to the old stories. Sweetness is welcoming 

guests with an open heart. And food: sustaining those same guests with Peach Buttermilk Pie. 

Greeting the kids and their friends after school with Chocolate Chip Dream Bars. Sitting in the 

shade with neighbors and cooling down with Blushing Apple Juleps. (Pour some for the little 

ones, too — there’s no alcohol.) Or ending dinner on the high note of a Chocolate Chess Pie, 

because you always need a little something sweet to finish it off, whether a meal or a day. 

In Sweetness, Christy Jordan shares 197 recipes for sweet things to eat and drink — recipes that 

are deeply delicious, rich with tradition, often reaching through generations, and designed with 

today’s hectic schedules in mind. Because life is just better when you add a little sweetness. 

  

Title – Pearl Harbor 

Author – Craig Nelson 

Call Number – 940.54 NELSON 

Book Description -  

Published in time for the 75th anniversary, a gripping and definitive account of the event that 

changed twentieth-century America—Pearl Harbor—based on years of research and new 

information uncovered by a New York Times bestselling author. 

The America we live in today was born, not on July 4, 1776, but on December 7, 1941, when an 

armada of 354 Japanese warplanes supported by aircraft carriers, destroyers, and midget 

submarines suddenly and savagely attacked the United States, killing 2,403 men—and forced 

America’s entry into World War II. Pearl Harbor: From Infamy to Greatness follows, moment 

by moment, the sailors, soldiers, pilots, diplomats, admirals, generals, emperor, and president as 

they engineer, fight, and react to this stunningly dramatic moment in world history. 

Beginning in 1914, bestselling author Craig Nelson maps the road to war, beginning with 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, then the Assistant Secretary of the Navy (and not yet afflicted with polio), 



attending the laying of the keel of the USS Arizona at the Brooklyn Navy Yard. Writing with 

vivid intimacy, Nelson traces Japan’s leaders as they lurch into ultranationalist fascism, which 

culminates in their insanely daring yet militarily brilliant scheme to terrify America with one of 

the boldest attacks ever waged. Within seconds, the country would never be the same. 

In addition to learning the little understood history of how and why Japan attacked Hawaii, we 

hear an abandoned record player endlessly repeating “Sunrise Serenade” as bombs shatter the 

decks of the California; we feel cold terror as lanky young American sailors must anxiously 

choose between staying aboard their sinking ships or diving overboard into harbor waters aflame 

with burning ship fuel; we watch as Navy wives tearfully hide with their children in caves from a 

rumored invasion, and we understand the frustration and triumph of a lone American teenager as 

he shoots down a Japanese bomber, even as the attack destroys hundreds of US airplanes and 

dozens of ships. 

Backed by a research team’s five years of work, which produced nearly a million pages of 

documents, as well as Nelson’s thorough re-examination of the original evidence assembled by 

federal investigators, this page-turning and definitive work provides a thrilling blow-by-blow 

account from both the Japanese and American perspectives, and is historical drama on the 

grandest scale. Nelson delivers all the terror, chaos, violence, tragedy, and heroism of the attack 

in stunning detail, and offers surprising conclusions about the tragedy’s unforeseen and resonant 

consequences that linger even today. 

  

Title – No Higher Honor 

Author – Condoleezza Rice 

Call Number – 327.73 RICE 

Book Description -  

From one of the world’s most admired women, this is former National Security Advisor and 

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice’s compelling story of eight years serving at the highest 

levels of government.  In her position as America’s chief diplomat, Rice traveled almost 

continuously around the globe, seeking common ground among sometimes bitter enemies, 

forging agreement on divisive issues, and compiling a remarkable record of achievement. 

A native of Birmingham, Alabama who overcame the racism of the Civil Rights era to become a 

brilliant academic and expert on foreign affairs, Rice distinguished herself as an advisor to 

George W. Bush during the 2000 presidential campaign.  Once Bush was elected, she served as 

his chief adviser on national-security issues – a job whose duties included harmonizing the 

relationship between the Secretaries of State and Defense.  It was a role that deepened her bond 

with the President and ultimately made her one of his closest confidantes. 

With the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, Rice found herself at the center of the 

Administration’s intense efforts to keep America safe.  Here, Rice describes the events of that 

harrowing day – and the tumultuous days after.  No day was ever the same.  Additionally, Rice 

also reveals new details of the debates that led to the war in Afghanistan and then Iraq. 

The eyes of the nation were once again focused on Rice in 2004 when she appeared before the 9-



11 Commission to answer tough questions regarding the country’s preparedness for – and 

immediate response to – the 9-11 attacks.  Her responses, it was generally conceded, would 

shape the nation’s perception of the Administration’s competence during the crisis.  Rice 

conveys just how pressure-filled that appearance was and her surprised gratitude when, in 

succeeding days, she was broadly saluted for her grace and forthrightness. 

From that point forward, Rice was aggressively sought after by the media and regarded by some 

as the Administration’s most effective champion. 

In 2005 Rice was entrusted with even more responsibility when she was charged with helping to 

shape and carry forward the President’s foreign policy as Secretary of State.  As such, she proved 

herself a deft crafter of tactics and negotiation aimed to contain or reduce the threat posed by 

America’s enemies.  Here, she reveals the behind-the-scenes maneuvers that kept the world’s 

relationships with Iran, North Korea and Libya from collapsing into chaos.  She also talks about 

her role as a crisis manager, showing that at any hour -- and at a moment’s notice -- she was 

willing to bring all parties to the bargaining table anywhere in the world. 

No Higher Honor takes the reader into secret negotiating rooms where the fates of Israel, the 

Palestinian Authority, and Lebanon often hung in the balance, and it draws back the curtain on 

how frighteningly close all-out war loomed in clashes involving Pakistan-India and Russia-

Georgia, and in East Africa.  

Surprisingly candid in her appraisals of various Administration colleagues and the hundreds of 

foreign leaders with whom she dealt, Rice also offers here keen insight into how history actually 

proceeds.  In No Higher Honor, she delivers a master class in statecraft -- but always in a way 

that reveals her essential warmth and humility, and her deep reverence for the ideals on which 

America was founded. 

 


